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Tue REGISTER. 


The Veterinary Surgeon:s Act of 1881 directs that 
our Register ‘shall be kept as accurately as possi- 
ble,” and that the Council shall cause “ correct 
copies” of it to be issued at least once a year. 
The Register makes its annual appearance in con- 
formity with the Act, but the adverbs and adjectives 
of that document have scarcely received due atten- 
tion, and the issue of 1907, like many of its prede- 
cessors, is anything but “ correct.” 

It is well known, however, that a serious attempt 
to rectify inaccuracies is now being made, and we 
have good reason to expect marked changes in the 
Register of 1908. 

Two months ago, for instance, it was semi-officially 
stated that, of the 400 men now listed as “ existing 
practitioners,” at least a quarter had been ascer- 
tained to be dead. As regards qualified men, we 
do not care to prophesy how many names which 
appear on the present Register will be removed 
from that of next year, under Section 5 of the Act. 
Enquiries are being made which may result in 
many members amending thei~ present incorrect 
addresses before it is too late. But the Registrar 
cannot unearth every practitioner who has been 
lost sight of, and those who neglect to correspond 
with him must take the consequences of their own 
indifference. 

Apart from the correction of addresses, there is 
another direction in which the Register might be 
improved. The geographical list of members might 
very well be re-arranged so as to facilitate reference 
to any particular country or district. As far as 
England is concerned, we notice that the County of 
London, which has been a separate entity for some- 
thing approaching twenty years, is not classed at 
all, the numerous members within its limits being 
listed under Middlesex and Surrey. The classifica- 
of countries abroad would also admit of improve- 
ment. British Africa, for instance, is a very wide 
term, including regions far apart from each other, 
of which Egypt and Cape Colony are examples. 
Why not class these as separate countries ? 

The Dominion of Canada, again, is certainly 
worthy of the same separate classification which is 
accorded to the West Indies. So, undoubtedly, are 
the United States, which are at present classed with 
Buenos Ayres under the general heading of 
“ America.” If countries, and not continents, were 
taken as the basis of classification throughout the 
list it would be rendered much more handy for 
reference. 

Our immediate purpose in referring to the revision 
of the Register is to impress upon every member 
the urgent importance of ascertaining that his pre- 


are many veterinary surgeons to whom this advice 
is quite unnecessary. But there are, unfortunately, 
not a few others who never purchase a copy of the 
Register, and who, if they change their Kadam 
never think of notifying the fact to Red Lion Square. 
Very often, in consequence, their names are re- 
moved from the Register, and they are involved in 
much trouble and expense, which a post-card would 
have averted. The Registration Committee seldom 
or never meets without having to consider applica- 
tions for re-instatement by men who have lost their 
legal qualification, solely through their own care- 
| It is more than probable that many 
more such applications will necessary, unless 
members take warning. The Register is now under- 
going the most thorough revision it has received for 
years, and any member whose whereabouts cannot 
be traced will be removed from the list. We are 
now very near the end of the year, and those who 
have not yet notified changes of address should 
do so without loss of time. 

It seems ridiculous that men should risk legal 
disqualification in this manner. It is not even 
necessary to buy a copy of the Register. Anyone 
who is not absolutely certain that he is correctly 
registered need only send a letter of efiquiry to the 
Registrar, and any inaccuracy will be rectified. If 
he neglects this.simple precaution he must thank 
himself for what follows. 


THe Frees or EXAMINERS. 


For some time past we have heard complaints of 
the insufficient remuneration offered to the Mem- 
bership examiners, and the Council recently ap- 
pointed a Sub-committee to consider the question. 
That Sub-committee’s report, which the Council 
adopted at its last meeting, is rather significant. 
“In the present state of the College’s finance” no 
alteration is considered advisable during the tenure 
of office of the present Board of Examiners, but the 
matter is to receive further consideration before the 
re-appointment of the Examining Board. 

It is not difficult to see what this means. It is 
another instance of the financial difficulties which 
hamper the work of the Council. The Council-men 
do not profess to be paying the examiners sufficiently 
—some of them, in fact, have openly confessed to 
be dding the very reverse. But they find it im- 
possible at present to increase the remuneration, 
and have therefore postponed the question for a 
stated time, during which they hope to find the 
financial obstacle removed... Long before the present 
Board of Examiners complete their term of office, 
it is hoped that the new Veterinary Surgeons’ Act 
will have become law. The possibility of increas- 
ing the examiners’ fees depends upon the passing of 
that Act, with its all important clause imposing a 


sent address upon it is correct. Of course, there | registration fee. 
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STIFLE-JOINT LAMENESS. 
By R. Porc, F.R.C.V.S., and 
Wa. Hontina, F.R.C.V.S. 


The occurrence of two cases presenting very 
similar symptoms during life and almost identical 
lesions after death affords an opportunity for sub- 
mitting to readers of The Record a short account of 
a comparatively rare lameness. 

We are able also to supply a photograph of one 
of the horses showing the fixed, wooden appearance 
of the limb and the rigid contraction of the muscles 
in front of the femur. 

Both animals were omnibus horses, and both 
were incapacitated for work a long time before 
being slaughtered. 

The first was a seven-year-old bay mare that 
showed symptoms of lameness about six months 
before she was slaughtered. She was rested and 
blistered, and resumed work, but fell lame again 
in a short tims. The same treatment was again 
tried, but the lameness increased, and finally be- 
came so intense that recovery was despaired of. 

At the commencement of lameness the symptoms 
were not well marked —-little more than stiffness of 
the hind limbs. Later the extensor muscles of the 
thigh showed excessive rigidity when the animal 
was moved. When made to walk the hind legs 
were carried forward stiff and straight as though 
jointless, and the muscles in front of the femur 
were spasmodically contracted. Both hind legs 
were affected, but the near hind showed rather the 
more aggravated symptoms. 

The post-mortem examination diselosed no lesions 
save in the stifle-joint. The femoro-tibial articula- 
tion was normal, neither the inter-articular cartilage 
nor the surface of the bones presenting any disease. 
There was no excess of synovia. 

On the trochlear of the femur the cartilage cover- 
ing the inner lip was thin and roughened; it was 
not ulcerated, and it retained its translucent quality 
so that through it could be seen a reddened and 
roughened surface of bone fcr nearly the whole 
length of the inner lip of the trochlear. The patella 
was unaltered except that the articular cartilage 
corresponding to the diseased part of the femur was 
thin. 

The extremity of the femur was boiled, and the 
photograph of bones shows fairly well the roughened 
condition of the trochlea. 

The second case occurred in a black mare about 
eight years old, which had done three vears work. 
The history of the lameness was the same as in the 
other case —at first not well marked, chiefly stiff- 
ness. Then came the “ wooden” position of the 
hind limbs, for both were affected— the difficulty of 
movement when made to walk, and the striking 
rigidity of the extensor muscles of the thigh, espec- 
ially the vastus externus and the tensor vagine 

‘emoris. 

The photograph of this horse shows the abnor- 
mally straight form of hind leg, and the rigid state 
of the muscles between the ilium and the patella. 

The post-mortem examination disclosed just the 
same lesions as in the first case. Hoping to get a 
better picture when fresh, we hada photo taken 


immediately, but it is chiefly interesting as showing 
how comparatively slight are the changes in the 
articular surface of the joint for such marked lame- 


| ness during life. 


These symptoms and lesions are entirely different 
from those found in the more common stifle-joint 
lameness known as “Gonitis.” In the latter 
disease there is usually synoval distension, the 
lesions are on the articular head of the tibia, and the 
condyles of the femur; whilst during life a common 
attitude is to hold the affected limb so that the foot 
is carried forward and raised from the ground. 


TWO CASES OF “STUBS” IN THE HOLLOW 
OF THE HEEL. 


‘Lhe following may be of some interest to gentle- 
men in hunting practices. 

I. A brown mare had a very small transverse 
wound in the centre of the hollow of the heel of the 
oft hind leg. The accident had occurred on March 
11th a few years ago. 

Seen on the 12th, a little yellow gelatinous 
material was oozing ; lancinating pain was shown, 
the foot being caught up at frequent intervals. The 
wound was treated antiseptically, but the owner 
refused to allow her to be put into slings. 

On April 5th the fetlock, which had become 
swollen, burst on the inside. A consultant was 
called in who practically approved of the treatment 
adopted, and also recommended slings, which were 
still refused. The fetlock burst on the outside 
later same day. 

Another consultant wes called in, but there was 
some muddle about a train and I did not see him. 
I told the owner that I knew what his advice would 
be at the stage then reached, viz., a blister, and 
knowing the gentleman, I said, ‘He will recom- 
mend a red blister,” which he did, when he came 
later by himself to see the case. Slings also were 
then adopted—when too late. 

No good result following after a considerable 
period; firing was mentioned by myself and this last 
gentleman, and the latter performed the operation. 
Six menthks later she was still going lame and had 
a big fetlock. 

II. The following year I was called to a similar 
case exactly, also in a brown mare and off-hind leg. 
Lancinating pain was shown, slight yellowish dis- 
charge, and a little puffiness of the fetlock. With 
the distal valve removed from an ordinary enema 
syringe, a Campbell’s colic canula fitted, and to the 
end of this a No. 3 catheter, the wound was syringed 
out with warm biniodide of mercury 1-1000, once 
only. Before and afterwards the wound was other- 
wise treated antiseptically. She was quite well ina 
fortnight. This mare was put in slings at once. 

W. H. Froox, F.R.C.V.S. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Mitk Supply AND MILK 


SUPERVISION OF THE 


TRave.—A paper read by Dr. Foru, Veterinary Coun- 
cillor, to the Veterinary Societies of Schleswig-Hol- 
sten and Kiel on September Ist, 1907. 

| Gentlemen,—Milk is not only one of our daily foods 
but it is becoming more and more the exclusive nourish- 


AS 
Mi 


‘1 ‘SSHNAWVT LNIO! ATAILS 


° 
. 
| 


et 


he 


The Veterinary Record, Nov. 2, 1907, 


| 
Ay : j 
TAAL: 
(até 
“4 4 7 
STIFLE JOINT LAMENESS, Case II. 


‘II ‘SSHNANVIT LNIO[ ATAILS 


= 
4 a = 


’ 
I 
\ 
t 
h 
9 
cl 
j — 
| 
fo 
in 
ul 
cl 
of 
in 
hi 
wi 
th 


November 2, 1907 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 3It 


ment of sucklings. In Berlin alone the percentage of 
artificially nourished babes has increased by two-thirds 
from 1885 to 1900.* The provision of good milk for the 
people is therefore a question of the highest importance. 

ilk now is not always good if it has a white colour, 
is not adulterated with water, is not sour and does not 
smell or taste bad. It may lodge many things, and 
much that are harmful to grown ii en, and which may 
be in a high degree dangerous to sucklings. 

1. Harmful things in milk may have their origin in 
diseases of milch cattle. Tuberculosis is perhaps of the 
tirst importance in this direction. At one time as you 
know I firmly believed that the perlsucht bacillus was 
not transmissible to man. That was naturally an ercor. 
Still hitherto it has only been shown that virulent 
tubercle bacilli occur in the juice of the flesh of very 
tuberculous cattle showing considerable fresh blood in- 
fection or which are greatly emaciated from tuberculosis, 
and that men in very éarly years as sucklings, eat no 
flesh and especially no raw flesh. This hypothesis does 
not apply to milk. It is exactly the reverse. 

Investigations on human and bovine tuberculosis are 
not yet closed. It is almost certainly established that 
the typus bovinus is the more virulent of the two bacilli 
and that cows milk containing tubercle bacilli is injur- 
ious to men, but especially so to sucklings and children. 
The English commission on the study of this question 
came to the conclusion that in a certain number of cases 
of tuberculosis in men, and especially in children, the 
illness was due to the immediate infection of the human 
body by the bacillus of c:ttle tuberculosis, and that in 
the greater number of these cases the affection arose 
through the use of cows milk. 

Behring, and with him numerous investigators, see in 
cows milk the chief source of human tuberculosis. 
Systematic investigations have shown that not all tuber- 
culous cattle are equally dangerous. Standing out as 
the most dangerous is the cow with the tuberculous 
udder. Cows with tuberculous udders always discharge 
virulent tubercle bacilli, as repeated investigations have 
shown. Often they discharge them in such quantities 
that the milk of one tuberculous udder can make the 
whole milk supply from one dairy or farm injurions. 
The number of cows affected with tuberculosis of the 
udder is now fortunately not gre:t. Meat inspection 
shows about 3 per cent. Of tuberculous cattle of course 
the percentage is much higher. 

General tnberculosis comes next in importance. By 
numerous tests it has been proved that the milk of cows 
suffering from clinically evident tuberculosis without 
udder tuberculosis, can contain tubercle bacilli. 
Whether in these cases the healthy gland can separate 
the tubercle bacilli circulating in the blood is not de- 
clared. 

But in many cases of clinically evident tuberculosis 
with an udder appearing intact, little, fresh, evident or 
hardly perceptible tuberculous masses form, upon the 
occurrence of which virulent tubercle bacilli are present 
in the mil’. 

The question now arises whether the milk of cows 
which have only reacted to tuberculin can contain tnber- 
cle bacilli. For such cows are certainly tuberculous. 

Tuberculosis is an advancing process, whose develop- 
ment is for the most part removed from our observation. 


{ Comparing matters in Germany and England, the M.O.H. 
for Manchester is reported as saying ‘“‘ Many questions enter 
into the problem of an increasing number of mothers being 
unable to suckle their offspriing. There is no doubt a disin- 
clination on the part of many to do so, but without a shadow 
of doubt the present generation is witnessing an occurrence 
in the evolution of man probably never experienced by the 
human race previously, and that is a race of breastless 
women. Just as a breed of hornless cattle is raised, so has 
this breastless new woman come into existence.’’—T rans. } 


In the course of the progress of the illness those little 
fresh tuberculous nodules may occur and the milk may 
become infected, just as it is in the clinically recogni- 
sable form of the disease. Whilst a number of investi- 
gators found no tubercle bacilli in the milk only of re- 
acting animals, numerous others whose names are in 
good repute in connection with tuberculosis, proved 
that in many cases virulent tubercle bacilli were present 
in the milk. In some cases then also the smallest fresh 
tuberculous nodules were formed in the udder. 

Finally it may be observed that even the tubercle 
bacilli-free milk of tuberculous cows contains a toxin 
which may affect young animals injuriously. This toxin 
was not destroyed by Koch. 

I therefore agree with Rievel when he widens what 
has already been stated, that not only tubercle-bacilli- 
containing milk but also the milk of tuberculous cows 
will suffice t » injuriously affect men as well as sucklings 
and children. Now the amount of ill-effect of tubercle- 
bacilli-containing milk is dependent on the severity 
of the tuberculous affection of the cow, on the de- 
gree of attenuation of the tuberculous virus, and of 
course on the power of resistance of the system they 
gain access to. According to the experiments of Ostertag 
the milk from a badly affected tuberculous udder in a 
dilution of 1:1 billion can be virulent, yet according to 
the same investigator in a commencing udder tubercu- 
losis a dilution of 1: 1000 is harmless. On the smallest 
tubercular nodule ocenring in the udder we may expect 
the appearance of tubercle bacilli in the milk of tuber- 
culous cows with apparently intact udders., 

A good milk supply must at least come from cows 
that are free from udder tuberculosis and from such as 
do not suffer from generalised tuberculosis. 

This applies to market milk. For the milk of sucklings 
we must more.—Ex. Berliner 


(To be continued.) 


PROSECUTION BY THE R.C.V.S. 


Fred Griffin, Chapel Street, Ilkeston, was charged 
with a breach of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 1881, be 
acting as a veterinary surgeon without being qualified. 
Mr. E. Williams, Long Eaton, prosecuted on the in- 
structions of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Joseph Clarke, Park Road, Ilkeston, stated that on 
June 20th he had a horse wrong, and the defendant 
came to see it and brought a lotion in a bottle. He ap- 

lied the lotion to the horse’s jaw, made it feel uncom- 
fortable and rear up, and eventually it died. Witness 
paid him for his services. In conversation the defen- 
dant told him he had been in the profession all his life, 
and had been under Mr. Rossell and Mr. Heather, and 
that he and Mr. Heather were boys together under Mr. 
Rossell. He asked the defendant his fee, and he said it 
was half-a-sovereign, but that as he had lost the horse 
he would let him off with 5s. The next day he came 
and disinfected the stable and charged half-a-crown. 

Defendant: Did some friend tell yon I was clever 
with horses !— Yes. 

Mrs. Godfrey said that the defendant came to her house 
and said he had been sent by the police to look at the 
horse. There was nothing the matter with it except a 
small sore. He examined it and said it was going on all 
right, and he applied some lotion. He charged 6d., and 
told her that if the police said anything to refer them 
to him as he was under an obligation to them. 

Joseph C Heather, veterinary surgeon, Sandiacre, 
said the prisoner was on the road and came to him, 
=, he employed him as a groom simply for three 
weeks. 

Mr. Williams : Had he been employed by Mr. Rossell? 
—TIL have never seen him before. 

The Chairman: So you were not boys together ?— 
Oh, no. (Laughter). 
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P.C. A. C. Robinson said the defendant had a large 
caid in his window containing the following: “ Fred 
Griffin, veterinary surgeon.” He arrested the prisoner 
on @ warrant. 

. The defendant said he was trying to make an honest 
iving. 

A fine of £1 and £1 8s. 6d. costs in the first case, and 
£1 and £1 3s. costs in the second, in default, 14 days in 
each case, to run consecutively, was imposed. The de- 
fendant went to prison.— The /lkeston Advertiser. 


WESTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The 56th general meeting was held at the Great 
Western Hotel, Taunton, on Wednesday, 24th July, 
when there were present :—Messrs. Wm. Ascott, Bide- 
ford ; P. G. Bond, Plymouth; G. H. Elder, A. G. 
Saunders, W. E. Taylor, Taunton; W. G. Gillam, 
Minehead ; R. E. L. Penhale, Torrington ; C. E. Perry, 
Bristol ; and H. E. Whitemore, Langport. In the 
absence of the President (Mr. John Dunstan), Mr. Elder 
presided. 

The miuutes of the last meeting were read and con- 


rmed. 

Apologies for non-attendance were read from Sir John 
M‘Fadyean, Prof. Penberthy, Messrs. G. H. Glbbings, 
C. H. Golledge, Thos. Olver, (Vm. Penhale (Holsworthy) 
and E. J. Thorburn. 

Corre nce.—Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act. 
Some further letters hereon were read and discussed, 
and it was resolved that the resolusion passed at the last 
meeting be adhered to. 

Donations.—The sum of three guineas was voted to 
the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, and two 
guineas to the Benevolent Fund of the National Veteri- 
nary Benevolent and Mutual Defence Society. 

It was also resolved to subscribe two guineas to the 
fund being raised for a testimonial to’ Mr. Hunting. 

New Member.—Mr. Joun Toms, of Ivybridge, was 
unanimously elected. 
SPECIMENS. 


Mr. Grssines, of Tavistock, sent for examination a 
portion of the smal] intestine from a two-year-old steer 
affected with Johne’s disease, being a case which had 
his attention. 

Mr. Bonp exhibited a third molar tooth he had ex- 
tracted (with Robertson’s forceps) from the left upper 
jaw of a 14-year-old hackney mare. This molar was of 
very unusual shape. 

r. GILLAM gave particulars of an outbreak of para- 
sitic diarrhoea in some colts and horses on a farm in his 
district. On the death of the first colt he made a post- 
mortem examination and found a large aneurism of the 

terior aorta anda large number of Strongylus arma- 
tus in the feces, as well as in the blood vessels. On 
examination of the other animals, per rectum, he found 
the parasites so numerous that his arm was actually 
spotted with worms on withdrawing it. To all appear- 
ances the water supply was good, but on examination he 
found it was contaminated, and the landord was induced 
to f° to considerable expense in destroying the old 
tanks and changing the supply, after which the outbreak 

He had found treatment to be very unsatisfactory, 
but perhaps this was not to be wondered at considering 
the vitality of the Strongyles. In the course of his 
investigations he placed a number of them in 10 per 
cent. solutions of Ferri sulph. and Cupri sulph. respec- 
tively, and found that they lived for ten days, and even 
in a 5 per cent. solution of Chinosol they lived for 
nearly as long. He had had most success with Sulph. 
of iron, and a liberal diet, but should like to know if 


any other of the members could suggest a more satis- 
factory treatment. 

_Mr. Eber said that he had found nothing better than 
repeated doses of turpentine in milk, but in his opinion 
it was essential that such cases in colts should be treated 
out of doors, his experience being that if taken in they 
almost invariably died. 

Mr. W. Granam Gittam: Mr. President and Gen- 
tlemen,— 1 wust apologise for again inflicting a paper on 
you, but our Secretary is to blame, you all know his 

rsuasive powers, and he was “bucked up” by Mr. 
Danchen, t’s very imperfect, and during part of the 
time occupied in its preparation I was suffering from 
the effects of a severe accident, so if you find any weak 
points in it please put it down to temporary mental 
aberration. 


Some Notes oN THE Toxic ACTION OF STRYCHNINE, 
ARSENIC, AND PHOSPHORUS IN THE SMALLER 
AnIMALs.—-By W. GraHam GiLLaM, M.R.C.VS., 
Minehead. 


In the course of everyday practice, be it town or 
country, instances of poisoning by either of these sub- 
stances occur from time to time, and it is necessary for 
the practitioner to be able to diagnose them and to be 
familar with the lesions presented at a post-mortem 
examination. 

I have intentionally confined my remarks to the effects 
on the smaller animals, as in my practice in nine cases 
out of ten these cases have occurred in these animals. I 
have particularly chosen these poisons, as they are ob- 
tained with comparative facility from the chemist and 
druggist, and are more likely to be used by the general 

ublic tor destroying an animal, either from humane 
intentions or out of malice, and also that the household 
cat or dog may partake of them accidentally when they 
have been placed about with the object of destroying 
vermin. 
STRYCHNINE. 

In practice in a sporting country district I have found 
that in the majority of instances strychnine has been 
the poison used. 

Strychnine is an alkaloid prepared from the seeds 
of Strychnus Nux Vomica by a process which is not of 
much material interest to us as veterinary surgeons. In 
appearance it takes the form of four-sided dull white 
crystals. In some samples it appears like minute scrap- 
ings of white wax. In powder it is not easily distin- 
guished from other white powders, as it is inodorous, but 
it has an intensely bitter taste. Death may be caused 
by an overdose, particularly if it has been given in the 
form of a powder or a pill. 

Should it be considered advisable to give it medicin- 
ally as a powder or a pill, it is better to administer it in 
the form of powdered nux vomica for the former and the 
extract for the latter, the doses of powder and extract 
for the dog being respectively gr. i. to iii., and gr. } to 


r. J. 
¥ fein that the dose of pure hydrochlorate or sulphite 
of strychnia is very minute, viz., gr. 1-30 to 1-20, it is 
very rare for a practitioner to prescribe it in this form, 
as it requires an almost ind finite amount of trituration 
with some other powder before it can be divided into 
the individual doses. Even with extreme care there isa 
great risk of getting larger amounts in some powders or 
pills than in others, so that if a, Se is to be admin- 
istered as strychnine it is better by far to dispense it in 
solution as the liquor strychnia of the B.P. which con- 
tains grs. iv. to the 3j. 

Symptoms of poisoning are general uneasiness and 
restlessness, occasional vomition, but the most noticea- 
ble symptoms is the muscular twitchings of a tetanic 
character. These muscular spasms sometimes cause the 
head to be elevated. The animal frequently moans or 
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deal of salivation and 
have seen the jaws fixed, 


cries out. Often there is a 
on more than one occasion 
either closed or open. 

As death approaches the spasms occur with greater 
frequengy and appear in a measure to depend on the 
condition of the animal, and particularly on the state of 
the digestive organs. For instance 4 gr. was given in 
solution to a spaniel I wished to destroy ; it died in 
about 40 seconds; while a like quantity given to a 
collie after a hearty meal caused a lingering and painful 
death twelve hours later. I have also noticed that vomi- 
tion is more likely to occur when the poison is given in 
powder than when administered in solution. On 
account of its very painful action, which is very dis- 
tressing to witness, it should never be used as an agent 
for destroying any of the domestic animals, HCN is 
much more certain and speedy in its action. 

If one lives in a sporting district a not infrequent 
request is to make an autopsy on a hound, fox, sheep- 
dog, or other small animal that has been found dead. 
It sometimes happens that certain individuals have 
rooted objections to hounds coming over their land or 
drawing their covers, or to preserving foxes, 

Knowing this one is apt to draw rash conclusions 
immediately one hears that the hound, dog, or fox was 
found dead or suddenly died in a certain field or cover, 
and one should be extremely careful in making an autopsy 
or analysis, and keep silence until some definite conclu- 
sion is arrived at, or the result may be a host of enemies 
and perh.ps a permanent injury to one’s practice. If 
the practitioner is at all afraid of expressing an opinion, 
the wisest plan is to send the viscera to a competent 
analyst ; but there is no reason why he should not carry 
out the analysis himself. 

Post-mortem Appearances.—-In attempting to arrive 
at a conclusion it is well to bear in mind existing cir- 
cumstances. In the case of a fox or a hound it is usual 
to anticipate either strychnine or arsenic as the toxic 

ent. The appearance of the organs varies considera- 
bly in strychnine poisoning, depending on the condition 
of the animal, the amount of poison injected, and on 
the period elapsing between the entrance of the poison 
and death. It is stated that »%gor mortis continues for 
a long time, but personally I have found this anything 
but general 

If the carcase is seen soon after death, rigor mortis is 
certainly well marked, but it does not appear to continue 
for any great length of time, and after that the muscles 
become very placid. The veins are as a rule engorged 
with dark, oily-looking blood. The heart firmly con- 
tracted, and containing but little blood. I[ have noticed 
the back of the pharynx congested in streaks and 
patches and a like condition existing in the stomach 
and bowels. If a post mortem is not made soon after 
death, these lesions are not always by any means well 
defined, as deeper discoloration soon takes place, I have 
seen both stomach and bowels of a deep purplish red 
throughout In this case we must be guided a good 
deal by the stomach contents and subsequent analysis. 

The presence of a piece of lambskin, the remains of a 
rabbit, mole, young phe:sant, partridge, or egg shells, 
and in the case of a non-sporting dog, undigested bread 
and butter, pieces of meat, ete., should make one sus- 
picious. Frequently pieces of lambskin, containing strych- 
nine are put down with the object of destroying either 
foxes addicted to taking off young lambs, or for dogs, 
when there has been an atu of sheep-worrying. 
Strychnine is often enclosed in a hen’s egg for destroying 
rooks, and dogs or foxes are apt to eat them. If one 


is not over-fastidious, a distinct bitterness may be 

tasted if the finger end moistened with the stomach 

contents is placed to the tip of the tongue, if strychnine 
resent even in a small quantity. 

Pastly with regard to analysis : an opinion expressed 

to a client should be by analysis either made personally - 


is 


or by acompetent analyst. It is said that chemical tests 
for Strychnine, are not always reliable, but from several 
analyses of the stomach contents of dogs, foxes, otters 
and badgers, I have found the bi-chromate of potash 
test generally reliable. My plan has been to digest the 
stomach, bowels and their contents for 24 hours in 
warm water to which has been added some pure hydro- 
chloric acid. Then filter and boil the filtered liquid in 
an enamelled vessel until the liquid has been reduced to 
a few ounces. A few drops are then placed on a white 
orcelain plate, a small crystal of potassium bichromate 
is added, and then a drop or two of pure sulphuric acid. 
If strychnine be present, one observes a blue reaction, 
which quickly changes to violet, purple and red in 
succession. 
Now, as strychnine is not easily accessible to the 
public in the pure state, the “Sale of Poisons Act” 
ing rigidly enforced by most druggists, it is generally 
obtained in the form of one of the many proprie 
“rat poisons” that are on sale. The strychnine here, is 
not in its pure form, but is generally mixed with some 
coloring matter, such as charcoal, or some red or blue 
pigment. If, in making a post-mortem examination in 
a suspected case of poisoning, one notes the presence of 
coloring matter in the viscera, one may be at least 
suspicious, and pursue one’s investigations further. 
Antidotes.—-It has not often been my experience that 
an antidote has had much chance. If the case is seen 
early, as it may be in the event of over-dosing, it is wise 
to administer an emetic, the emetic I prefer being 
apormorphine in 1-10th grain doses. Potassium bromide 
appears to counteract the spasms considerably, but the 
best antidote I have tried is chloral hydrate in doses of 
25 grs., repeated every three hours if necessary. Some 
speak well of infusion of tobacco. Where the spasms 
are very pronounced, inhalation of chloroform will some- 
times go a long way to less ning them. 


ARSENIC. 


Arsenious acid, arsenious anhydride or white arsenic 
is the usnal form in commerce and in medicine. It is 
obtained from the native sulphide by doubly condens- 
ing the vapour and subsequent purification by sublima- 
tion. Arsenical poisoning may occur through over- 
dosing, though this appears somewhat rare in the smaller 
animals. Chronic arsenical poisoning is more common, 
particularly in the neighbourhood of arsenical works ; 
it may also ocenr as the result of gradually increased 
doses given medicinally. A case in point. A lady had 
been advised through the lay press to give her dog 
Fowler’s Solution as a remedy for dog eczema. This 
was continued for several months and from time to time 
the dose was increased. The animal when seen, had a 
dull and heavy appearance, listless and disinclined to 
move. The mucous membrane of the eyes was injected 
and the lids were pendulous. Breath very offensive, and 
the teeth, what few there were, were say loose and easily 
removed with the fingers. The animal was in a very 
fat condition. There was occasional diarrhoea of a very 
offensive character. 

As the dog, a Pomeranian, was very aged, it was des- 
troyed, and the owner’s consent obtained for a post- 
mortem examination. This revealed little beyond stight 
fatty degeneration of the heart, liver, and kidneys. A 
certain number of the leg bones, the humerus and femur 
in particular, showed a kind of osteo-porosis. In addition 
to this, the joints were in a decidedly dropsical condi- 
tion, the synovial membranes being very vascular. 

White arsenic is sometimes mixed with flonr or other 
meal, for the purpose of destroying cockroaches, rats, 
mice, ete., or may be sprinkled on bread and butter for 
that purpose, and thus may be accidentally eaten by the 
dogor cat. It is very often used by farmers in the neigh- 
bourhood of corn ricks as a vermicide. Another source 
of danger is the use of weed-killers, which as a rule are 
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strong alkaline solutions of arsenic. I have known 
instances of dogs being killed by immersing them in 
arsenical sheep-dips for the purpose of destroying pars- 
sites. In the acute forms of arsenical poisoning there is 
great nausea, rigors (particularly from external applica- 
tions), frothing at the mouth, quickened respirations, 
and very offensive diarrhoea, there is a very weak 
ner and great prostration, which is very often: fol- 
cewed by death. 

Post-mortem appearances, are in some respects similar 
to those of strychine. The stomach and bowels are con- 
gested in patches, and rarely there is ulceration of the 
mucous membrine. Decomposition does not take place 
so quickly as in strychnine poisoning; and one does 
not get the very dark discolourations succeed so rapidly. 
One very pointed indication of arsenic which is more or 
less frequent, is the presence of an evil smelling gas in 
the viscera, reminding one somewhat of the smell of 
garlic or onions. 

If arsenic is present, even in the minutest quantity, 
analysis will easily verify it. The preparation of the 
viscera should be made on the plan I mentioned when 
dealing with strychnine. and the resulting decoction 
analysed by either Marsh’s or Reinch’s test. Both‘of 
these tests are very delicate, and but Reinch’s is the 
more convenient one to adopt. It is carried out as fol- 
lows :—A few —_ of the suspected solution should be 
placed in a test tube with some pure hydrochloric acid, 
to this add two or three clippings of clean copper foils, 
and boil a or so soon the 
copper a deposit of arsenide of copper. e clipping 
should then be heated in a dry test tube, and a ring of 
white arsenic is deposited on the upper and cool part of 
the tube. This test is extremely delicate and practically 
indisputable. 

Antidotes.—If possible, cause the animal to vomit b 
the administratiou of an emetic, and follow up this wit 
doses of fresh Peroxide of Iron or of Dialysed Tron. 
Should these remedies not be to hand, charcoal may be 
given, which should be followed by an oleaginous pur- 
gative. 

PHosPHORUS. 


Phosphorus, which is obtained from bones, is not used 
in veterinary medicine in its pure state, but is prescribed 
either in the form of dilute Phosphoric acid or the 
Phosphates and hypophosphates of lime, potassium and 
sodium. Wedo not, therefore, find deaths occurring 
from overdoses. Death from phosphorus poisoning. in 
the dog and cat is, in nine cases out of ten, accidental ; 
rarely are they maliciously saa by this means. 

It is usually obtained in the form of phosphorus paste 
which is easily bought from chemists for the purpose 
of destroying ratsand mice. In this form it is spread 
on bread and butter or on meat. I have frequently 
known dogs and cats get hold of this, and on more than 
one occasion the domestic fowl, and in one instance a 
parrot, to whose cage it was probably carried carried by 
a mouse. In the case of the fowls, the kitchen sweep- 
ings containing the poisoned bread and butter was in- 
advertently thrown into a yard to which fowls had access. 
In some cases of chronic phosphorns poisoning, which I 
believe in our patients are very rare, it is just possible 
that the poison is ingested in the form of rats and mice 
that have been poisoned with phosphorus paste. 

The fatal dose in the dog and cat is from 1-6th to 1 gr. 
—in the fowl about 1-3rd gr. 

In acute cases the common symptoms are vomiting, 
great colic, intense thirst, high fever, and a swollen con- 
dition of the tongue. The breath is frequently tainted. 
In fowls there is great weakness, thirst, and diarrhoea 
and a peculiar snatchy movement of the leg. 

Post-mortem appearances.—As a rule one does not 
need to proceed rp far with this, as immediately the 
carcase is opened the smell of the phosphorus is quite 


sufficient evidence, and should the carcase be taken into 
a dark place a luminosity is sometimes observed. There 
is well marked gastro-enteritis, and in some cases per- 
foration of the stomach and bowels. ; 

The most marked thing about phosphorus pajsoning 
is the very rapid change which takes — in case of 
liver, kidneys, and often the heart. These organs are 
generally found in a state of fatty degeneration, which 
is very marked, causing them to assume quite an ochrey 
tint. Analysis is hardly necessary, as the lesions are 
generally so pronounced and the smell of the poison so 
readily recognised ; in the case of fowls this is particu- 
larly so. In fact opening the crop is often all that is 
necessary. 

Antidotes.—Emetics, of which Cupri sulph. is the 
best. Terebene or turpentine emulsion, and follow u 
with plenty of milk and eggs. Avoid oils, in whic 
phosphorus is readily soluble, and thus much more 
easily absorbed. 

Discussion. 


Mr. Bonn: I should like to thank Mr. Gillam for his 
most practical paper, which forms a companion to the 
one he gave us at the corresponding meeting last year. 
Strychnine is the most common form of poisoning we 
get, this being easily obtained by trappers and other 
persons who are evil disposed to foxes. The elevation 
of the head and the stiffening of the muscles is of course 
most diagnostic. As a medicine, I find Easton’s Syrup 
one of the best forms in which to administer strychnine. 

We must not forget when we are giving arsenic as 
medicine that it is a cumulative poison. I remember a 
most interesting case which I once investigated with 
Mr. Gibbings on a farm at Tavistock, close to an old 
mine. The owner had lost a lot of cattle, and we had 
Prof. Voelcker down, who certified that the hay cut 
from one part of the field near the mine was es | im- 
pregnated with arsenic : the hay was destroyed, and that 
field has never since been cut for hay, the satisfactory 
result being that no more cases of arsenical poisoning 
have occurred. With regard to an overdose of arsenic, 
this depends largely on the system ; some animals will 
take much greater quantities than others with impunity. 
Custom also has a lot to do with it, as evidenced by the 
Bohemians (known as arsenic eaters), who are in the 
habit of taking it in such doses as would ordinarily kill 
other people. Carters and carmen in towns are very 
fond of buying it and mixing it with Bicarbonate of 
soda, to give their horses glossy coats; we are some- 
times consulted by owners, who are suspicious of this 
evil practice, but such cases are most difficult to prove. 
Fortunately the antitode is easy to make, loz. Liq. ferri 
perchlor., and 20z. of Sol. of ammonia added to 60z. of 
water, roughly gives us the mixture required. 

I have not met with any cases of Phosphor:s poison- 
ing for years, and I believe the law now prohibits the 
sale of phosphorus paste, or if not is very strict. Some 
years ago I was called to investigate a suspected case of 
swine fever, and found it was not swine fever, but merely 
a case of phosphorus poisoning. Phosphorus paste had 
been laid for rats, who had consumed it, the pigs then 
ate the rats and this caused their death. I believe, in 
post-mortem, the luminosity test is possible. but I have 
never been able to see it. 

With regard to analysis in cases of mineral poisoning. 
I am doubtful if this is often properly done. The 
Bichromate of potash test is not quite so easy as Mr. 
Gillam would have us believe, and personally I rely 
more on the post-mortem rigidity. Reinch’s test is 
good, but we must remember to have pure copper 
foil, copper being generally contaminated with arsenic. 
In years gone by many people may have wrongly been 
convicted of murder by this test, and it is now discarded 
as evidence in murder trials. I don’t think water is 


often contaminated sufficiently with arsenic to be 
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dangerous. The streams in Cornwall should be full of 
arsenic, yet cases of poisoning rarely occur. The must 
common cause, as I have before stated, being the im- 
proper use made of it by carters. 

Mr. Ascott: I am extremely obliged to Mr. Gillam 
for his very instructive paper which, as Mr. Bond has 
remarked, is a companion paper to last year’s on 
“Vegetable Poisons,” and I am quite sure both these 

rs will be valuable to us for reference. I think Mr. 
Gillam puts the dose of strychnine too high, and several 
of the wholesale firms are reducing the dose considera- 
bly in the stock medicines they send out for dogs. I 
believe that it has occasionally been used—accidently of 
course—in the place of santonin in worm pills ; at any 
rate, many years ago I had a particular lot of pills 
which proved fatal, although they were not supposed to 
contain any strychnine and only one grain of santonin. 
In one case half a pill killed a big fox terrier within half 
an hour, with every symptom of strychnine poisoning. 
Ido not agree with Mr. Bond as to the safety of Easton’s 
syrup asa medicine for dogs, it is so unstable, and I 
much prefer Liq. Strych. B.P. As an antidote, when one 
has time, which, however, is unusual, owing to the 
rapidity of the action of strychnine, I do not think we 
can do better than wash out the stomach by means of a 
pump with infusion of tobacco. 

Mr. PennaLe: I have made a few post-mortem 
examinations after strychnine poisoning in which the 
bichromate of potash test has been useful, being reliable 
and fairly simple. I think it best, however, to have an 
opinion confirmed by a practical an»lyst, as we are not 
often called on for this purpose. I never have had the 
chance of testing antidotes. My experience not being 
large I will content myself with thanking Mr. Gillam for 
giving us such an interesting paper. 

Mr. WuHITEMORE: I can bear out what has been said 
by a previous speaker as to the dose of strychnine being 
too large. In one case I found 2 grs. Nux Vomica pro- 
duce marked symptoms of poisoning ina big dog, and 
I had to resort to infusion of tobacco as an antidote. In 
post-mortem examinations the contents of the stomach 
are good guides. A small fox terrier was recently brought 
to me, and in the stomach I found a piece of bacon tied 
into a roll with thread. This proved to be a case of 
strychnine poisoning. About two years ago I was called 
toa farm where two young bullocks had just died, a 
third was seriously ill and subsequently died. I made 
a post-mortem exatnination and concluded it was a case 
of poisoning. Fortunately I took the precaution to send 
the contents of the stomach away for analysis, and was 
assured that it was a case of arsenical poisoning. The 
police had sent another veterinary surgeon to the farm 
and he certified the cause of death to be anthrax. I 
should like to add that I did not succeed with the 
bichromate of potash test, due, probably, to my not 
being familiar with it 

Mr. Perry : In Bristol I get many cases of poisoning, 
the majority being from phosphorus paste. The symp- 
toms are those of acute gastro-enteritis with great pain, 
and on post-mortem examination the smell of the con- 
tents of the stomach is very marked. I should like to 
ask Mr. Gillam how long in cases of phosphorus poison- 
ing the’animal generally lives, my experience is-——from 
three to four days. I agree with Mr. Bond that the 
twitching in cases of strychnine poisoning is quite diag- 
nostic. I recently had a case of arsenical poisoning ina 
cob which had been turned into a lane leading to a ceme- 
tery, to graze, where a quantity of weed killer had been 
used. I gave it a preparation of peroxide of iron, as 
referred to by Mr. Gillam, and in a few days the animal 
got alright. 

The CuarrMAN : We are all much obliged to Mr. Gil- 
lam for his very excellent paper, a most useful one in 


As several gentlemen have to catch trains, I will not 
detain you, but at once call on Mr. Gillam to respond. 
Mr. GitLaAmM: I am glad we have had a nice little dis- 
cussion. Replying to Mr. Bond, I have not had much 
experience of mineral poisoning in horses and cattle, and 
therefore confined my rewarks to the smaller animals. 
I wonld point out to him that the antidote he recom- 
mends forms the moist peroxide of iron as mentioned by 
me. I cannot agree with him that phosphorus-paste is 
not sold, as cases still come my way, and if Mr. Penhale 
will carry his memory back he will recollect a case which 
was reported as suspicious of swine fever, but turned out 
on investigation to be phosphorus poisoning. The bi- 
chromate of potash test is not perhaps so good as [ 
should like, the preparation of the solution requiring 
considerable care, and after all it is not often really 
necessary, as the post-mortem symptoms are generally 
sufficient Reinch’s test is alright, as pure copper can 
rerdily be utained from the Chemists if the object in 
getting it is stated, and one can always confirm it by 
Marsh’s test. In reply to Mr. Perry cases of phosphorus 
poisoning usually live for several days, and sometimes 
even a fortnight. In fowls it is remarkable how much 
fatty degeneration is found on t-mortem examina- 
tion, and how soon it develops. I have myself observed 
luminosity in the contents of fowls’ gizzards poisoned 
with phosphorus, and the smell is also particularly diag- 
nostic. Cordial votes of thanks were accorded the 
essayist for his paper, and to Mr. Elder for presiding. 
The arrangements for the next meeting were left in 
the hands of the President and Honorary Secretary. 
Ws. Ascorr, Hon. Sec. 


LIVERPOOL UNIVERSITY 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The quarterly meeting was held in the Pathological 
Classroom on Friday, October 4th. There were present 
the senior Vice-president, Mr. Henry Sumner, in the 
chair, Messrs. F. W. Garnett, Stafford Jackson, R. Price, 
Prof. W. Owen Williams, A. Walker, J. Park, T. Shep- 
herd, H. Holroyd, E. Woods, W. Woods, Brooksbank, 
and the Secretary, with Messrs. Newstead, Grinton and 
Lewis, visitors. 

The SECRETARY was instructed to convey the sym- 
pathy of the members of the Society to Mr. Augustus 
Taylor on the lamented death of Mrs. Taylor. 

Mr. T. S. Atkinson, M.R.C.V.S., Douglas, was unani- 
mously elected a member of the Society. 

Mr. W. Grinton, M.R.C.V.S., was nominated for 
membership. 

The SEcRETARY read a communication from the 
R.C.V.S. with reference to the institution ofan “annual 
registration fee.” 

The CHAIRMAN asked the meeting to be free in the 
expression of its opinion with the view of passing a 
resolution concerning the advisability of an annual 
registration fee being aegeene If more power is sought 
the responsibilities will] greater and the expenses in- 
creased. The question was to him complex. If the 
present conditions of examinations and College proced- 
ure be revised many other things would have to be 
altered. There is the necessity of raising more money. 
How can it be done ? 

Professor WILLIAMS said that it was not absolutely 
necessary to impose a fee of one guinea annually, that 
the circular simply meant that the R.C.V.S. would be 
entitled to impose a fee of one guinea, there was a pro- 
bability of the fee being a good deal less. 

The SecrETARY understood the circular to mean that 
a specific fee of one guinea was required. If Professor 
Williams’ view were correct then the profession were not 
clear on the matter. 


every-day practice both as to symptoms and antidotes. 
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The CHAIRMAN understood that a fee of less than one 
guinea had not been discussed in Council, and he agreed 
with the view of the Secretary. 

Mr. GaRNETT also supported this view and pointed 
out that a registration was necessary in order that our 
interest may be furthered, and he boped and trusted 
that the members would be ready to tax themselves to 
that amount. The Council were blamed for being 
dilatory, he could assure them that if it were true it was 
because they had no money to carry on the work. A 
substantial majority of at least two to one would be 
necessary or they could not proceed. 

Mr. Woops reiterated his previously expressed opinion, 
he was convinced that the College did require more 
money. It could be obtained 1st, by voluntary sub- 
scriptions ; 2nd, by increased entrance fees ; and 3rd, by 
an annual registration fee. Personally he agreed with 
the first method. A lump sum was perhaps better still. 
There would be no difficulty in obtaining the fee if the 
resolution was finally adopted. 

The following resolution was then put and carried 
unanimously :—“ That this Society approves of the 
principle of the institution of an annuai registration fee. 
and the seeking of further powers by the R.C.V.S.” 


ConGREssS OF THE Royal INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH. ty 


By J. Gopper, M.R.C.V.S. 


The report was read by the Secretary, and it was deci- 
ded that a letter of thanks be written to the delegate. 

“Your delegate attended the meetings of the Royal 
Institute of Public Health at Douglas, as directed from 
Monday to Wednesday, July Ist to 3rd. 

The serious business of the Section did not commence 
until Tuesday, Monday being devoted to social func- 
tions. A splendid reception was held at the Palace in 
the afternoon, and in the evening delegates were admit- 
ted to the entertainments at a reduced admission fee, a 
privilege of which quite a number took advantage. 

The business of the veterinary section was postponed 
for an bour on Tuesday in order that the delegates might 
attend the opening meeting of another Section, at which 
Prof. Sims Woodhead delivered the Presidential Address 
on the subject of “Bodies and <Anti-bodies.” The 
address was most instructive, and in a very clear and 
lucid speech the President dewonstrated the utility of 
anti-toxic sera and vaccines. 

The veterinary section was opened by a thoughtful 
address by the President, Mr. Wolstenholme, before a 

attendance. This was followed by the reading 
of Prof. Annett’s ot on “ Milk in Relation to Public 
Health,” ty Mr. T. S. Atkinson, the Secretary of the 
Section. The paper was thoroughly up-tozdate, and 
while dealing primarily with the recent Report of the 
Royal Commission on Tuberculosis attention was drawn 
to the fact that there was a tendency to overlook the 
many diseases which may be caused by contaminated 
milk, chiefly due to the presence of staphylococcic and 
streptececcic organisms. 

r. Brittlebank, of Manchester, opened the discussion 
ina “7 able manner, in which Sir Charles Cameron, 
Prof. W. R. Smith, Mr. Atkinson, Mr. King, London, 
and Dr. Garrett, Cheltenham, took part. Prof. Smith’s 
speech terminated the discussion, and he concluded by 
moving the following resolution, which was carried 
unanimously :— 

“That this Section strongly urges the desirability in 
the interests of the public health of steps being taken 
to obtain the compulsory operation of the “ Dairies, 
Cowsheds, and Milkshops Order,” and the appointment 
of veterinary surgeons for the systematic inspection of 
milk cows etc.” 

An adjournment was then made for lunch, after which 
several members, including your delegate, took a trip to 
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Port Erin, where a most enjoyable time was spent. 

Next morning, before a representative and apprecia- 
tive audience, Mr. J. A. Dixon, M.R.C.V.S., of 8, 
read a most interesting and instructive paper on the 
“ Inspection of Meat.” Owing to the regrettable absence 
of Mr. William Field, M.P., his paper on the “ Qualifica- 
tions of Meat Inspectors,” was read by the Secretary 
of the Sec‘ion, at the conclusion of which it was decided 
to embrace both papers in the discussion. 

Mr. King, of London, opened what proved to be a very 
animated and healthy discussion, in which the followin 
delegates took part: Dr. Black, president of the Centra 
Board of Health, Western Australia, Dr. Buchan, 
M.O.H., St. Helens, Mr. J. T. Share-Jones, Liverpool 
University, Councillor Lowey, president of the Liver- 
pool Butchers’ Association, Sider Butler, A.V.S., Mr. 
Atkinson, Douglas; Alderman Garsden, Blackburn; Mr. 
Wells, president, of Farmer’s Association, and Mr. 
Stoner, Cowkeepers’ Association, Liverpool. The dis- 
cussion was very interesting insomuch that the various 
interests in this important question, namely, farmers, 
butchers, veterinary surgeons, medical officers of health 
etc. were all ably represented. 

The general opinion was that a uniform method of 
inspection was urgently u.ceded, and that all those who 
undertook the inspection should have a thorough know- 
ledge of the subject. Among the many diseases which 
call for the condemnatiou of carcases, tuberculosis natu- 
rally took a prominent place. The question of compen- 
sation introduced by Mr. Share-Jones in a very able 
speech, met with a mixed reception, but many present, 
including your delegate, were of the opinion that, as 
this question of meat inspection affects the whole of the 
community, and is carried out as a means of protectin 
the general public against disease, they (the genera 
public) shoal compensate the butcher and farmer when 
they surrender carcases in the interests of the health of 
the community. After a long discussion the following 
resolution was proposed by the President :— 

“That this section strongly urges that a uniform 
system of meat inspection should be adopted in all dis- 
tricts, and that the qualifications of meat inspectors 
should be raised.” The section further recommends 
“That steps should be taken to urge upon the Govern- 
pune principle of compensation in cases of Tubercu- 
osis. 

An amendment that the last clause be struck out was 
proposed and seconded, but upon being put to the meet- 
ing the resolution was carried by a large majority. 

In conclusion your delegate declares that this meeting 
was the most interesting and successful he has ever 
attended. The arrangements for the meetings were ad- 
mirable, and it is to be hoped that in the future members 
of the profession will attend these meetings in large 
numbers. I thank you most heartily for the honour 
conferred upon me, and the most enjoyable and instruc- 
tive time which I experienced. 


FRACTURED First Ris. 


Mr. Grinton : Subject aged cart gelding: fell in 
street on Wednesday evening, got home with great diffi- 
culty, seen following morning. The elbew was very 
much down, whole leg flexed and foot advanced, no 
crepitus. Diagnosed serious injury affecting nerve, did 
not think of fractured rib at first ; prognosis grave. A 

lied hot fomentations and belladonna liniment. o 
improvement on following days. Got down during 
Saturday night, and was put in slings and raised on 
Sunday ; died on Wednesday. Post-mortem : fractured 
first rib (specimen produced), flesh of leg flaccid and 
pale, wasted appearance. It was only towards the later 


stages that the idea of fractured rib occurred. 

Mr. SHARE-JONES gave an account of the anatomy of 
the musculo-spiral nerve and its distribution. Kot 
many years ago cases of dropped elbow were almost 
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invariably attributed to some affection of the muscles. 
Moller in 1887 observed a kind of epidemic of ca-es of 
this kind and amongst them were a number in which all 
the heads of the triceps extensor cubiti muscle were not 
involved. Temporary cases have also been recorded 
after patients have been casted for a considerable length 
of time, but the condition rapidly passed off and these 
cases were probably due to circulatory changes in the 
muscles themselves. The fact that the particular 
muscles supplied by the musculo-spiral 1 erve were con- 
stantly affected caused attention to be directed to the 
nerve itself. It will be remembered that the fibres of 
this nerve are derived from the dors.] roots of the 
brachial plexus. These roots, to reach the plexus, curve 
round the first rib in its upper third, and it will be 
readily understood that fracture of this portion of the 
rib would probably cause injury to the nerve. In this 
country W. Hunting, W. Willis, and H. G. Rogers were 
the first to draw attention to this, and the numerous 
cases which they have recorded have led us to regard 
fracture of the first rib as one of the common causes of 
dropped elbow, and from an anatomical point of view 
the canse is a rational one. 

Regarding the cases of partial paralysis mentioned, a 
probable explanation is that the short thick branch of 
the musculo-spiral nerve, which is given off before the 
latter passes round the back of the humerus, is damaged 
by undue tension being thrown upon it, and the musculo- 
spiral nerve itself is not injured. 

Mr. Grinton’s case was extremely interesting owin 
to the great similarity between it and one of the origina 
cases observed in this country by Rogers. 


A SKIN Case. 


Mr. FAULKNER exhibited three sections of skin taken 
from an intractable case which was under hiscare. The 
case commenced in July, and since then has been under 
constant treatment. In spite of everything possible 
being done no improvement was made. The skin be- 
came almost bald all over, the hair of the mane and tail 
falling out. No particular itching was noticed except 
about the legs and rump. There was great constitu- 
tional disturbance, the pulse remaining about 72, and 
the temp. 102, sometimes going up to pulse 96, temp. 
104, accompanied by diarrhcea. The horse wasted very 
much, and at the owner’s request was destroyed. Post- 
mortem examination showed cirrhosis of the liver with 
accompanying tumours ; sub-acute enteritis with great 
thickening of the bowels, and valvular disease. 

Mr. NewstTEAD stated that he had examined several 
scrapings from the skin, but he had failed entirely to 
tind any parasite, had it been a parasitic case he would 
have expected to have found full parasites or at least 

rts of parasites, but none were present, and the hair 
ollicles were particularly healthy and normal. Further 
investigations would be made, the case only having come 
in yesterday. 

r. Lewis had prepared sections from different parts 
of the skin which he demonstrated to the members micro- 
scopically. 

Mr. Park had a case of circumscribed baldness of a 
_ somewhat similar nature, and found equal parts of 

cantharides and vaseline produced a surprising result in 
the rapid growth of the hair. 

Prof, Werzzanes exhibited the cecum of a shee 
affected with whip werms, in the discussion on whic 
Mr. Walker and Mr. Price took part. 

The Secretary exhibited the humerus of a camel 
showing a natural case of the healing of a fracture by 
callus formation without the fractured parts being 
brought into direct apposition. 


The meeting concluded by votes of thanks to Messrs. 
Faulkner, Grinton, and all those who had contributed. 
Jno. T. SHarE-Jones, Hon. Sec. 


ESPERANTO. 


To the Editor of The Veterinary Record. 


Dear Sir,—I bave read with the greatest pleasure 
our remarks in No. 1,000 on the international auxiliary 
ai gu ge, Esperanto. 7'he Veterinary Record once more 
has shown the ability with which it grasps large issues, 
for it is the first veterinary journal which has laid the 
claims of Esperanto before the profession, for which all 
Esperantists wili give it due meed of praise. As a 
member of the British Esperantist Association and of 
the International Scientific Association, among the roll 
of membership may be found the names of men like 
Lord Roberts, and Professor Ramsay, of King’s College, 
I can say that Esperanto can, and I[ believe will, become 
a great world force of immense utility to science. 

am a busy man, in the class room from 6 a.m. to 11 
p.m., but in six months I was able to pass the higher 
examination for proficiency in the grammar of the lan- 
guage, and have sent in my papers for composition and 
translation ; and am in regular correspondence with 
Esperantists all over the world, su there is nothing to 
deter all English speaking veterinarians from taking it 
up and being able to converse with any of the half mil- 
lion of Esperantists in the world. 

I enclose a copy of the current number of the Indian 
Esperanto paper with a small article of mine on 
Esperanto as a means of scientific progress, should you 
think it worthy of translation, yonr junior reporter will 
be able to amuse himself with it. 

Any information or help that 1 can give my fellow 
veterinarians with regard to Esperanto f shall be most 
pleased to, if they will address me to your care, and 
pardon the delay that the return mail to and from India 
will involve. Also if there should be the demand [ 
should be pleased to translate your clinica] articles into 
Esperanto for a supplement that would be world wide. - 
— Your sincerely, 

Fras. EVELYN PLAce. 


Al la Eldonisto de La Veterinara Rekordo. 


Kara Sinjoro, 

Mi legis kun la plej granda plezuro viajn rimarkojn 
el No. 1000 pri la internacia helpa lingvo Esperanto, 
Ree, La Veterinara Rekordo montris tiun kapablecon, 
kun kiun gi komprenas grandajn subjektojn, char ghi 
estas la unua gurnalo veterinara, kio metis la pretendojn 
de la Esperanto antau veterinaroj, kaj pri tio chi chiuj 
Esperantistoj redonos gustan laudon al la redakcio. 

iel Ano de la Brita Esperantista Asocio, kaj de la 
Internacia Scienca Asocio, inter la anaro de tiuj chi 
Asocioj, oni trovas la nomojn de la Moshto Roberts kaj 
Profesoro Ramsay che Ragha Kolegio, mi povas diri ke 
Esperanto povas, esti kaj mi kredas devos, granda monda 
potenco utilega al scienco. 

Mi estas okupulo, che lernejo, de 6 matene gis 11 
vespere, tamen dum ses monatojn, mi povis plenumi la 
ekzamenon pri kapableco pri la gramatiko, kaj mi sendis 
miajn paperojn pri verkado - tradukado ; kaj mi skri- 
bis multe kun samideanoj tra la mondo, tial estas nenio 
kio malhelpus chiujn Angla-parolantajn veterinarojn ke 
ili he lernus kaj povus paroli kun iu de la duono miliono 
da Esperantistoj tra la mondo. 

Mi sendas tiu chi enfermitan ekzempleron de la Hinda 
Jhurnalo, enhavantan artikeleton mian pri Esperanto 
kiel Scienca Progresilo. 

Se vi estimus sufiche bonan pri tiaduki via neple- 
raportisto povos sin amuzi pri gi. 

re plezure mi donos ian helpon au sciligo pri Esper- 
anto al miaj samideanaj veterinaroj, se oni skribos al mi 
che via oficejo, kaj se oni pardonos [gia kauzitan 
de la poshto por iro kaj reveno Hindujon. 
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Ankan tre plezure mi tradukos viajn klinikajn arti- 
kolojn Esperante por tuta monda aldono, se oni volus.— 
Kun kora saluto, Fras. EVELYN PLACE. 


Scienca Progresilo. 
( VeRKITO DE “ PAGoPLaco.”) 


La frata unueco de pensado kiu devas karakterizi la 
sciencularon de éiu epoke kaj éiu branéo de scienco 
aeniel estas pli multe malhelpita ol per lingva diverseco. 
Dum la plej frua epoko tiu malfacilajo ne sentigis kaize 
de la alpreno de la Greka kiel scienca lingvo. . Pli poste 
la Latina sola estis uzata de la Roma Eklezio kaj de éiuj 
Siaj anoj elfarantaj sciencan esploradon ; kaj tiamaniere 
ia unuigo efikis al la esprimo de scienca pensado. 
influo de tiuj du lingvoj al sciencaj terminoj esta ankorai 
tre forta inter scienculij, kaj Latinaj kaj Teatenaj, mal- 
grat la patriota penado de Germano) kiuj celas traduki 
éiujo terminoyjn en sian patrolandan liogvon. Sendube 
tio éi faciligis sciencan instruadon en Germanujo ; sed 
aliflanke gi rezultis partian izolecon al Germana verkado 
kaj cetere gi —~ pli forte la sciencularon de Latinaj 
landoj. Dum la lastaj jaroj eble nenio tiom efektivigis 
la unuigon de scienca pensado kiom la generala alpreno 
de la metra sistemo. Sed kvankam @i estas granda 
helpo, tamen gi povus esti multe pli granda, se nur pe 
ekzistus tia malsameco en la esprimo de arithmetikaj 
terminoj, car unuigo de penso bezonas unuecon de es- 
primo. Tio estas ja atinglebla, se nur la ne kom- 

renus ke la lingvo Esperanto povos tiom fari por “wy 
a esprimon kiom la metra sistemo jam faris por faciligi la 
kalkulon. En tia okazo la lernjaro) roe fordonataj 
pli-malpli senfrukte al la akiro de fremdaj lingvoj povus 
esti profite dediéataj al la esplorado. Sed bedaire la 
lernantoj gis nun malfacile laboradas kaze de antikvaj 
regularo kaj formularo arithmetikaj. Mi esperas ke la 
tago alvenos kiam la sciencularo ekvidos tion, kaj profitos 
la ilon kiu efektive aldonos la duonon al ilia kapableco 
de verko kaj esplorado, nome Esperanton. 


VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND. 


Will you permit me, through the columns of 7'he 
Veterinary Record, to bring tu the notice of the mem- 
bers of the profession the need we have for funds to 
enable the Committee of the above to continue the work 
which we have undertaken and which has hitherto been 
successfully carried on, so far as our very limited means 
have allowed. None but those who are in close touch 
with the work can form an estimate of the amount of 
distress which exists in the homes of the widows and 
children of deceased members of the profession, but some 
idea may be formed when I tell of the gratitude which 
is expressed by the recipients for the small help of £1 
per month which we ure able to send to them. This 
relief has been given during the past year to fourteen 
almost penniless widows of veterinary surgeons, amount- 
ing to £122 13s. 9d. 

Our income from annual subscribers amounts only to 
£109 7s., and this is augmented by a few small dona- 
tions and interest — our small invested capital. What 
we require most is that many hundreds of the profession 
will, after reading this appeal, intimate to me that they 
desire to become annual subscribers. It is from this 
source mainly that we hope to extend the usefulness of 
the fund. This must catch the eye of all readers of the 
veterinary journals. May 1 appeal to them—buisy as 
they all must be—to write me just a post-card with the 
following two lines upon it :— 

“ I desire to become an annual subscriber of — to the 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund.” 

At the meeting of the National Veterinary —— at 
Yarmouth I invited the ladies attending it to meet Mrs. 


Simpson and myself at tea to hear from Sir John 
M‘Fadyean a history of the fund, the work it is doing, 
and the need there is for increased support. We hada 
splendid response, and at once about twenty-five ladies 
enrolled themselves as members of the “ Ladies” Com- 


| mittee of the fund. 


Will the members of the profession who read this 
letter, mentions this fact to their wives or daughters, 
and obtain from them their permission for me to add 
their names to the “ Ladies Committee.” No subserip- 
tion is expected from those joining this Committee, but 
their help would be invaluable in connection with the 
selection of candidates for relief and in the work of ob- 
taining voter for the orphans of veterinary surgeons 


La | who may be candidates for orphanges on the nomination 


of our Society. 

Any information required will be gladly supplied by 
Mr. Barrett of 96 Tressillizn Road, Brockley, Kent, 
our enthusiastic Honoiary Secretary, or by myself. 

Knowing the generosity of individual members of the 
profession, I am anticipating quite a busy time in 
answering responses to my appeal and sending receipts 
for cheques.—-Believe me, faithfully yours, 

JaMEs F. Simpson, President. 

Strathmaur House, Maidenhead. 

October 28. 


THE FITZWYGRAM PRIZES. 


or Vety. SURGEONS, 
10, Rep Lion SquaRE. 
October 29th, 1907. 


To the Editor of “ The Veterinary Record.” 


ir, 
I regret to have t» inform you that the report of the 
kitzWygram Prize award, which was presented to the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons on 
the 11th inst., and reported on page 281 of your issue of 
the 19th inst., has unfortunately been found to be in- 
correct so far as relates to the Second Prize. This has 
been gained by Mr. J. Righky, a graduate of the Liver- 
pool Veterinary School, who obtained an aggregate of 
800 marks. The award should therefore read as 


follows :— 
marks £ s. d. 


Ist: H. T. Hughes(R.V.C., London) 827 3719 1 
2nd: J. Rigby (V. Sch., Liverpool) 800 2215 5 
The matter will be rectified at the next meeting of 
Council, to be held in January, but in the meantime I 
shall be glad if you will kindly give publicity to this 
letter.—Yours faithfully, 

Frep Secretary. 


MALTA AND MEDITERRANEAN FEVER. 


The report prepared by Mr. E. M. Mer2wether, C.V.O., 
C.M.G., Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Secretary, in 
anticipation of the publication of the Malta ae heek 
for the year 1906-7 states that the births in 1906-7 num- 
bered 7633, as against 8126 in 1905-6. The deaths in 
1906-7 numbered 5552, as against 5489 in 1905-6. The 
health of the people during the past year was satisfac- 
factory. The number of cases of Mediterranean fever 
reported in 1906-7 was 883, with 80 deaths, as against 
1606 cases, with 138 deaths, in 1905-6. While the total 
decrease in the number of cases reported was 723 the 
decrease in the number among the civil population was 
only 108, or about 15 per cent. of the total decrease, 
the remainder of the decrease (85 per cent.) occurring 
in the naval and military population. These figures 


. | furnish the clearest proof, if proof were needed, that 
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goat’s milk is the principal agent in spreading Mediter- 
ranean fever. The use Ho pote milk has been absolutel 

prohibited by the naval and military authorities wit 

the result indicated above. The civil population, in 
spite of the warnings of the Government conveyed to 
them by means of leaflets printed in the verracular, con- 
tinue to use goat’s milk without even taking the pre- 
caution of boiling it. This is, in the main, due to ignor- 
ance and a tenacious adherence to old ideas and beliefs, 
but it is surprising to find educated people wilfully 
shutting their eyes to a fact that has been so clearly 
demonstrated. The Mediterranean Fever Commis- 
sioners have now concluded their investigations. The 
results have been summed up by Col. D. Bruce, C.B., 
F.R.S., R.A.M.C., in a short pamphlet in which, after 
briefly referring to the experiments conducted with a 
view to ascertain how the micro-organism enters the 
human body, he states that the most probable way is 
“by the alimentary canal, and, therefore, by some in- 
fected food or drink.” The discovery that 10 per cent. 
of the goats in Malta were actually excreting the micro- 
coccus in their milk threw a flood of light at once on the 
subject. To quote Col. Bruce’s own words: “ Here, 
then, at last has been discovered a mode of infection 
which explains many of the curious features in the epi- 
demiology of Malta fever—the irregular seasonal pre- 
valence, the number of cases which occur during the 
winter months, when there are no mosquitoes and little 
dust. It is true there are more cases iu summer, and 
this may be explained by the temperature being more 
favourable to the multiplication of the micrococcus in 
milk that has been set aside, and to the fact that more 
milk and cream are used for fruit, in ice-creams, ete. It 
explains the liability of the officer to attack being three 


times as great as in the case of the private soldier, since 
the former consumes much more milk in various ways 
than the latter. It also explains the isolated epidemics 
which sometimes occur at any season of the year in 
institutions or in messes.”--7'he Lancet. 


Fox-Hound Puppies and the Dogs Act. 


A puppy walker for the Belvoir Hunt, Mr. Arthur 
E. Bradley, of Rippingale, was summoned at Bourne 
for having a ton Cound in his possession withont a 
collar bearing the owner’s name. 

Mr. Theodore Norton, acting upon the instructions 
of Sir Gilbert Greenall, M.F.H., appeared for the de- 
tendant, and submitted that the fox hound puppy 
would be easily identified by its tattoo marks, and that 
it came within the expression “ pack of hounds,” and 
was therefore exempted from the regulations. He also 
quoted a communication from the Board of Agriculture, 
which said they had no objection to these puppies being 
exempt. 

Ben Capel, huntsman to the Belvoir Hounds, declared 
that the effect of a conviction would be the rnination of 
the breeding of fox-hounds, and it would also make it 
difficult to hunt. 

The Chairman (Col. de Burton), after considerable 
deliberation by the Bench, stated that the majority of 
magistrates considered these puppies, which belonged to 
the Duke of Rutland’s pack, were easily identifiable, and 
that the wording of the regulations was not ompinets d 
detinite for the Bench to convict. The case was accord- 
ingly dismissed.— Yorkshire Post. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 


1894 To 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders Rabies. h 
Anthrax. and-Mouth | (including Cases Swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-| Out- | Slaughb- 
breaks} mals. [breaks} mals. foreaks} mals. Doge. | Other beaks breaks. 

Ga. BRITAIN. Week ended Oct. a6 | 8 | 35) 9 32 | 210 
1906 ..]| 14 | 22 24; 64 | 4 23 165 
Corresponding week in {1905 ..] 14 | 17 28 41 18 15 61 
1904 ..| 19 | 26 30 | 43 
Vetal for 43 weeks, 1907 | 903 1219 | 718 1645 443 2078 9889 
1906 753 917 ‘1741 331 959 5493 
Correr ponding period in 1905 810 | 1114 1030 1768 713 680 3044 
1904 .. | 832 1280 1303 2284 1115 1079 5028 

Roard of Agriculture and Fisheries, Oct. 29. 1% 7. 
IRELAND. Week ended Oct 1) Les 2 5 78 
1906 ° es 3 1 5 
Corresponding Week in ; 1905 2 7 2 ee os 
Total for 42 weeks, 1907 *s 3 5 | 5 9 205 134 2277 77 

1906 s 7 6 14 ° 183 R4 918 
i iod i 1905 3 5 21 71 . 245 125 1402 
1904 3 3 we 387 295 | 3942 


Department of Agriculture snd echnical Instruction for iF relnnd, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Oct. 24, 1907, 


Norg.—The figores for the Carrent Yeur are approxpunte 


* As Diseased or Exposec to Infeoti: n 


— 


320 


THE VETERINARY RECORD November 2, 1907 


Civil Veterinary Department in India. 


Officers who held the several appointments in the 
Department during the official year 1906-7 :— 


Col. J. W. A. Morgan 


TInspector-General 
Dr. A. Lingard 


Imperial Bacteriologist 


Assistant ie G. D. Martin, Esq. 
= Assist. ” H. E. Cross, Esq. 
uu a Sort, Cattle Farm, Capt. J. Farmer 


Maj. H. M. Maxwell 
E. W. Oliver, Esq. 
Capt. G. K. Walker 


V.de V. H. Woodley, Esq. 


Supt., United Provinces 

2nd Supt. United Provinces 

Chief Supt., Punjab 

Supt., North-West Frontier 
rov. and North Punjab 

Supt, South Punjab 


Supt., Sind, uchistan . 
and Raj utana K. Hew lett, Esq. 
Principal, Punjab Veterinary Maj. H. T. Pease 


Capt. A. Smith 


” 


College 
Prof., Punjab Vet. College 
Prof., Sanitary Science, 
Punjab Vety. College 


Prin. Bombay Vety. Coll. 


Assist. 


” 


Capt. F. S. H. Baldrey 
S. H. Gaiger, Esq. 

M. H. Sowerby, Ris. 
Maj. F. Joslen 

W. A. Broad, Esq. 
M. H. Sowerby, ax 

K. Hewlett, Esq. 

Capt. A.S. Trydell 

D. Quinlan, Esq. 
Lient.-Col. F. Rayinond 
D. Quinlan, Esq. 


Maj. W. D. Gunn 
Capt. J. D. E. Holmes 
Maj. G. H. Evans 

T. Rennie, Esq. 


S. Jethiji, Esq. 


” ” 


Superintendent, Bombay 
Prin. Bengal Vety. Coll. 


Superintendent, Bengal 

Supt., East. Bengal & Assam 

Superintendent, Madras 

On specia] duty in Madras 

Superintendent, Burma 

2nd Supt., Burma 

3rd ” ” 

Supt., Central Province 

Vet. Officer investigating R. E. Montgomery, Esq. 
Camel diseases - Resigned March 4th. 


Also the following, on leave in England :— 
Lieut.-Colonel J. Brodie Mills, Capt. W. O. Dawson. 


Veterinary Surgeon or ‘ Veteranus.”’ 


Arising out of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 1881, a 
somewhat unusual prosecution was instituted by the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons against Arthur B. 
Chamberlain, of 101, Langsett road, Sheffield, who prac- 
tises as a horse, cattle, and dog doctor. Mr. J. E. Wing, 
who prosecuted, said defendant, not being duly qualified 
to describe himself as a veterinary surgeon, held himself 
outas being specially qu:litied to practise veterinary sur- 
gery, and that was an offence under Secti. n 17 of the Act 
of 1881. On the window of defendant’s house there was 
written “A. B. Chamberlain, Veteranus, Horse, Cattle, 
and Dog Specialist,” and over the door was a sign which 
described Chamberlain as “pupil” of J. P. Heath Cole- 
man, medallist, of Lodon, late assistant to J. E. Bryars, 
veterinary surgeon. The word “veteranus” wasa Latin 
word meaning old and ancient, and was used in the in- 
stance to mislead the public that he had something to 
do with veterinary work. 

This definition of the word created some laughter 
among the solicitors in court, but Mr. Wing denied his 
Latin was “groggy. 

If the defendant would cease to use the word “ vetera- 


nus,” he proceeded, “and give an undertaking not to 


hold himself out as a specialist in any way connected 
with veterinary practice, he did not wish to press the 


Defendant’s explanation of “Veteranus” differed con- 
siderably from Mr. Wing’s. “I used it because a reli- 
able dictionary I consulted gave the definition as apply- 
ing toa man of experience, ability, and long practice,” 
he said, “and I have had 32 years’ experience.” He was 
not aware that he was doing wrong, and was quite will- 
ing to eliminate anything that offended against the law. 

A fine of 40s., including costs, was imposed.— The 
Independent, Sheftield. 


Dundee Cruelty Inspectors as Vets.”’ 


Before a J.P. Court in Dundee, Thomas Beat, stable- 
man, Milnblank Road, was charged with having, on 
Saturday, 28th September in Dock Street and Seagate, 
ill-treated a horse by causing it to draw a lorry laden 
with mineral water boxes while the horse was suffering 
from a deep and severe wound on the right fore knee, 
Mr. J. G. S. Little, solicitor, who appeared for the 
defence, asked Inspector Walters whether the matter 
he saw coming from the knee of the horse was not blood 
and matter but Condy’s fluid. 

Inspector J. Walters—I think I have had enough 
experience of horses to know Condy’s fluid from blood. 
I have attended camel corps in India. The wound 
seemed to be nine or ten days old. 

Did you measure the knee to see if it was swollen?’—I 
have good eyesight. Surely I can see whether a leg is 
swollen. 

Was it not hog’slardand sulphur you saw on the wound! 
--Snrely I know hog’s lard and sulphur. It is ridicu- 
lous to say that it was lard that I saw. 

Inspector Geo. Walters was cross-examined as to 
whether the knees of the horse were inflamed, and 
whether a horse in such a state would be able to work. 
ae he declared “can work if it is forced to 
work.” 

Mr. Little: But no power on earth could make a horse 
work in that state.—What is the use of talking like that? 
You don’t understand anything at all about “’osses.” 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. James Peddie, F.R.C.V.S., spoke to examining 
the animal three hours after the inspectors bad seen it. 
In his opinion the horse was perfectly fit to work, and 
he was prepared to assume responsibility for the horse 
being put out to work. There was a small cut on the 
knee which could have been covered with a sixpence. 
There was no swelling, and he never went back to see 
the horse because he considered attendance was not 
necessary. The wonnd was superficial. The stablemar , 
he learned, bad washed the wound with Condy’s finid 
before it went out, and put an ointment composed of 
burnt cork and lard on the wound. There was no blood 
or matter on the wound, and he considered that with a 
wound of that character it was better for the horse to 
be working. He entirely contradicted the evidence of 
the inspectors. 

Beat, who has been stableman for 20 years, said the 
horse came down on its knees on the Thursday before 
the day in question, but the fall was a slight one, and 
he sent the horse out to work as usual in charge of 
his man. 

The Bench—-Messrs. R. G. Kennedy and D. Lawson— 
confessed thev bad difficulty in arriving at a decision, 
and in view of the fact that there was no intention of 
cruelty they modified the penalty to 7s. 6d., with the 
alternative of three days imprisonment, and £1 Is. of 
expenses,—T'he Evening Telegraph and Post (Edin- 
burgh.) 


| Case 
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Cruelty Charge at Belfast. 


Inspector Karr, S.P.C.A., summoned Andrew Smith, 
Ballybonght, and Hugh Stockman, of the Maze, the lat- 
ter for having cruelly ill-treated a cow on the 4th of Sep- 
tember, 1907, and the former for having caused the cow 
to be ill-treated. 

Mr. Spiller prosecuted, and Mr. Maginess, Lisburn, 
represented the defendants. 

[he magistrates on the Bench were :—Messrs. J. 8S. 
Shaw (presiding), F. Curley, and F. C. Jobnston. 

Constable Bernard Clarke stated that on 4th Septem- 
ber he was on duty in North Qneen Street about 
11 o’clock, and saw a man named Alex. Smith driving six 
cows, two of which seemed hardly able to walk, being 
badly overstocked with milk. He directed these two to 
be taken to a yard, and examined the teats of a roan 
cow. Milk was running from the two front teats, but 
the hind teats were plugged and sealed up. The cow 
appeared to be in great pain, and he removed two plugs 
from the teats. He had had difficulty in getting infor- 
mation from the man in charge of the cows. 

Charles Loughran and James Nolan were examined 
in support of the prcsecution, and also Jane M‘Manus, 
who had milked the cow at the request of the police. 

Inspector Karr gave evidence as to statements made to 
him by both defendants regarding the case. 

Mr. Gregg, V.S., said he had heard the evidence in 
the case. In his opinion it would be cruel to put a plug 
such as that produced, in the teats of a cow under the 
circumstances. 

After having examined the plug under a microscope 
in the witness box, Mr. Gregg said it appeared to bea 
piece of gristle. If the udder was hard and distended 
to the extent he had heard described, he would consider 
it cruel. If the cow had not been milked froin two 
o’clock on the previous day until 11.30 on the next day 
it would be cruel in the case of a newly-calved animal. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Maginess—-Is that (a piece of 
gristle) what you would plug a cow’s teat with !—I am 
a expert at it, but I would say it would do very 
well. 

Did you ever see a cow’s teat plugged ?-—Yes ; I have 
seen wax used for it. 

Did you ever see gristle used !—-Never before. 

If a cow had calved on Monday yon would expect to 
tind the udder hard on Wednesday ?—Yes, in some cows. 

How many years have you known Mr. Stockman ?-- 
About twenty years. 

He is a large farmer and a most respectable man ?— 
Yes. I have always known him as a decent man. 

You wouldn’t suggest that he would be guilty of a 
case of this sort !—I would be greatly disappointed if 
he were. 

Inspector Karr, recalled, said he had experience of 
cattle, and in his opinion she had been calved at least a 
week previously. 

Cross-examined : What were you before you took up 
this job was 2 sergeant of 

How many cows did you milk as a sergeant of police ? 
(Laughter).—I was reared amongst cattle. 

How long ago is that !—I think it is a good while. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. T. A. Archbold, J.P., said he was a large farmer, 
chairman of the Rural Council, and a magistrate. 
He was present at the sale of the cow to Smith, and 
helped to make the price between him and Stockman. 
Smith said the cow might be difficult to milk, but 
but Stockman said “No,” and proceeded to bring mik 
from all four teats there and then. He didn’t think any 


of the teats could have been plugged at that time. Wit- 
ness had a very large experience of cattle, and this cow 
did not appear to be in pain, although she had a large 
udder at the time he saw her. 


Cross-examined by Mr. Spiller: Did you ever plug a 
cow’s teat going to market /—I never saw one plugged. 

Wouldn’t it be a gross impropriety to dosuch a thing ? 
—I would think so. 

Replying to further queries the witness said be 
did not think that to drive a cow with milk flowing 
from the udder would be cruel, because many cows had 
such a flow when allowed to go past the usual milking 
hour, but if the udder was hard it would be cruel. 

You heard the constable swear that he took a plug 
from one of the teats of the cow, and lost another one 
while removing it : if that was so wouldn’t it be a ernel 
thing ?—-[t would be cruel. 

The defendant Stockman said the cow had calved on 
the Monday previous to the sale. He milked the cow 
on the night previous to the sale between six and seven 
o’clock, and she was not milked again until half-past 
eight next morning in the presence of Mr. Smith. The 
cow was not then pressed with milk, and there were no 
plugs in the teats at that time. 

To Mr. Spiller: He would not consider it right to 
over-stock a cow with milk. 

On your oath were you ever cautioned for over-stock- 
ing a cow before this by an inspector —Well, that 
gentleman there (pointing to Inspector Karr) told me 
one time to get a cow milked when leaving a yard. 

Do you consider it a proper thing to bring a cow to 
Belfast that has been only calved twenty-four hours pre- 
viously ?—I do ; I see nothing wrong about it. 

Do you swear all four of the teats were milked in the 
market ?—I do, I swear it. 

You have heard three witnesses here swear that 
they saw the plug taken out ?—She wasn’t plugged 
when I had her. 

Would this milk be fit for use that was taken from 
the cow 1—No, it is what we call beastings. 

Would you be surprised to know that this milk was 
used, and it was perfectly fresh and good for human 
use ?—It is not usual to use it so soon after calving. 

Andrew Smith, in his evidence, stated he was told, 
and believed, that the cow had calved on the Monday 
previous to the sale. Both witness and Stockman test- 
ed the cow’s teats in the market, the milk came from all 
four. He did not think any plug could have been left 
in the teats after the test, ay he could not explain the 
evidence given on this point except on the basis of a 
mistake made in identifying the cow. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Spiller: Didn’t you tell the 
eagerter that you saw the man draw the cow’s teat !— 

es. 

Did you say a word about having done it yourself !— 
I don’t remember, but I did draw them. 

On your oath, didn’t you tell the inspector you told 
this man, Alexander Smith, to milk the cow Well, 
am under the impression I gave orders to milk her, but I 
won’t swear it. 

P Mr. Curley: Why did you do that !—Well, we always 
it. 

Did you think it would be painful to take her to 
Carnmoney as she was !—Well, it is usual to milk them 
before a journey. 

Mr. Spiller: Why was it nece to give such in- 
struction if you and Stockman milked hert—Oh, we 
only stroked the teats two or three times. 

Mr. Maginess: It isa case of different cows, and a 
mistake made. 

Alexander Smith, who did not appear, and who was 
also a defendant, had the service of the summons proved 
against him. 

After deliberation, Mr. Shaw, who presided, said the 
case was a very important one, and there was on both 
sides very respectable witnesses, whose word carried 
with it very great weight, and therefore made it difficult 
for the magistrates to come to a decision. They bad the 
clear statement of the policeman, who gave his evidence 
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most clearly, and also others, that the cow was suffering 
pain. There was the evidence of the old lady, who had 
a lifelong experience in the milking of cows, who said 
the cow was suffering pain. On the other side there 
was strong evidence on the word of men of such weight 
that it could not be thrown to one side to the effect that 
the teats were not closed. They had decided conse- 
erm to dismiss all the cases without prejudice.— 
elfast Evening Telegraph. 


A Milk Vendor Sent to Prison. 


At Westminster, a street milk vendor named Edward 
Hughes, of Sherd Square, Peckham Park, 8.E., was 
charged on a warrant under the Public Health Act 
(London), 1891, section 47, with selling milk which was 
unwholesome and unfit for food. On the forenoon of 
September 24, at Milbank Buildings, Earl Street, West- 
minster, the prisoner was hawking milk in a hand can. 
Inspector McNair, of the Westminster City Council, took 
a sample from a large churn, and found it in a very filthy 
condition. The churn, which contained about one gallon, 
and the hand can, coutaining five pints, were seized, and 
Mr. Horace Smith made an order for the milk to be de- 
stroyed. 

Dr. Francis John Allen, medical officer of health for 
the city of Westminster, stated that he had examined 
the milk. There were black smuts floating on the sur- 
face and a large quantity of very filthy material at the 
bottom of the can. The fluid smelt most offensively. 
Microscopic examination disclosed a large quantity of 
vegetable and other débris, consisting of straw, seeds, 
particles of tomato skins, fine grit, hairs—some human 
and others belonging to small animals—pieces of human 
skin, and other most objectionable matter. The refuse 
apparently came from a dirty stable or the street. The 
prisoner said that when the inspector seized the milk it 


was a foggy morning. He supposed its dirty condition |s 


was due to “ blacks floating about.” 

Mr. Horace Smith: You have heard the evidence 
The fog might account for a few blacks un top, but the 
milk was full of abominable filth of all sorts. 

The Prisoner: That I know nothing about. 

Mr. Horace Smith : What is the extreme penalty ? 

Mr. Rotton (who prosecuted for the Westminster City 
Council) : Six munths’ hard labour, sir, is the maximum 
provided. 

Mr. Horace Smith: Then the prisoner will have that, 
and I can be set rightif [am wrong.—TZhe Times. 


Veterinary Surgeon in Action at Casa Blanca. 


General Drude’s report on the fight of the 19th inst. 
confirms the unofficial account of the heroic conduct of 
the cavalry, and says that the officers and men are 
worthy of mention for their achievements. 

Veterinary-Surgeon Halleval was riding beside Cap- 
tain Ihler, when the latter was mortally wounded and 
and almost fell from his horse. The captain said to 
M. Halleval, “I am wounded : farewell all.” 

The veterinary surgeon held the captain in his saddle 
with his left hand throughout the charge, and endeavour- 
ed to find a wayout of the melée, being all the time obli- 

to defend himself with his sword right and left. He 
id not quit the captain until they had reached the 
infantry, when every care was lavished upon the dying 


officer. 
Casa Blanca, Oct. 23. 


Personal. 


Col. Cayton, late A.V.D., has been appointed States 
Veterinary Officer in Jersey for a period of three years. 
His principal duties are the inspection of imported meat, 
and five stock landed in the Island. No live cattle are 
imported. 


Mr. WuitLey Baker, the well-known veterinary sur- 
geon of Wimborne, met with a serious accident at Park- 
stone on Friday morning, Oct. 25. He was cycling down 
the Sloop Hill towards Poole about ‘quarter to nine, 
when in getting off the tram track to allow a tramcar 
to pass he was thrown heavily to the ground by his 
bicycle skidding on the greasy road. He was picked up 
by P.C. Tite unconscious and bleeding copiously from a 
wound in the head, and taken into Dr. Eden Paul’s 
house near by, from where, after treatment, he was re- 
moved in a cab by P.C. Tite and P.S. Northover to the 
Cornelia Hospital. It was found Mr. Baker was very 
much cut about the head, and the hospital ofticials were 
unable to inform us at the time we went to press of the 
exact character of the injuries sustained.— Wimborne 
Guardian. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Hon. Maj.-Gen. H. Thomson, CU.B., on vacating the ap- 
pointment of Director-General is placed on reiired 
pay. Dated Oct. 15. 


Col. C. Rutherford, P.V.O. Aldershot, has been ap- 
pointed P.V.O. Eastern Command, in succession to 
Col. F. Smith, A.V.S. 


OBITUARY 
Isaac Wyer, V.S., Ruskington, Sleaford. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


ir, 

Evidently ‘‘ London Practitioner ’’ is irate with me when 
he says some of my criticism seems to be anything but 
sensible. I think this remark applies to himself when he 
suggests a certain section of the profession ‘‘ are apt to talk 
rubbish about the College, etc.,’’ and asks them to make 
sure that the fees of the College are really lower than those 
obtained by the rank and file of the profession. 

Perhaps ‘‘ London Practitioner ’’ is prepared to give your 
readers evidence in support of his sensible criticism and to 
inform us there are practitioners in the Metropolis who 
undertake to examine five horses as to soundness and give 
certificates, and examine as many sick or lame horses and 
give advice as a subscriber likes to send to his establish- 
ment for the munificent sum of £2 2s per annnm. 

I am, however, afraid this gentleman will not be able to 
find anybody who does such cheap practice, and I think at 
least it is insulting to practitioners to suggest that a 
M.R.C,V.S. outside the R.V.C. estimates his services at 
such a rate. 

There is no similarity between the action of London 
Practitioner’s supposition and that of the R.V.C. action to- 
wards its graduates. Ido not think there are many ex- 
pupils who would enter into competition with their former 
preceptors, let alone a preceptor such as ‘‘ London Practi- 
tioner’s,’’ who would enter into competition with his pupil 
an action such as the R.V.C.’s 

As to the College being in existence before the graduate, 
it is only natural. You must have a mother before you are 
a child. But does the parent enter into competition with 
its child? The student is the mainstay of the College and 
of its teachers ; without his fees these would be defunct. 
As it is, we are told the College is in a bad way notwith- 
standing the students fees have risen from £20 to £84 the 
course, and an abundance of material in the shape of horses 
and dogs taken in for examination, advice, keep or treat- 
ment at a cheap rate. Certainly if this be so, there must 
be something wrong. We are all agreed that the student 
must have material for clinical instruction. But as business 
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men would it not be better if we got double the amount of 
money for half the amount of material? If this principle 
were adopted by the R.V.C. it would not overwork the pro- 
fessors by doing cheap practice, but afford them more time 
to give a better clinical instruction to their pupils. 

It may be gratifying to have a great number of cases for 
the students to see. But it would be more profitable to 
them if they were to see less and observe more. In other 
words, if they were instructed thoroughly and cross- 
examined severely.— Yours, etc., 

WisHer.”’ 


THE ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE. 
Sir, 

Since I shall most likely be merely adding to the already 
weighty evidence provided by me of {my neglected educa- 
tion, deficiency of brains, inability to think, and defective 
vision, which prohibits me from seeing anything beyond the 

rish boundaries in which I reside, it is with the very 
greatest diffidence that I venture to address another letter 
to you. 

This time it is about the draft Bill as adopted at the 
last Council meeting. Section 3 reads as follows: ‘‘ Ata 
date subsequent to the 3lst day of January in each year a 
copy of such Register to be posted to each member whose 
name and address appear on such Register free of all cost 
together with a receipt for such annual fee.’’ Sub-section 
3 of Section 3 reads: ‘‘ The omission of any name from 
such Register shall be prima facie evidence of the non-pay- 
ment of the fee, subject to the production of the Registrar’s 
receipt.’’ Now, supposing anyone sends on the fee in the 
beginning of January, he will have to wait until he receives 
his copy of the Register and the receipt (at the very earliest 
in the month of February) before he knows whether his 
fee has been received or not. Should it not have been re- 
ceived the non-arrival of the Register and receipt in Febru- 
ary will be the intimation to him that his fee was not re- 
ceived, that his name has been removed from the Register, 
and that he is among the ranks of the unemployable. 

According to Sub-section 3 proof that he had sent on the 
fee would be of no avail, and as a receipt has not to be sent 
until the Register is issued, he is deprived of all chance of 
correcting a mistake somewhere, until it is too late, and 
much valuable time will have been lost before he can 
institute proceedings to try to trace where his remittance 
has gone to. Letters can get lost during transmission 
without any known cause, they can also be pilfered. With 
all due deference, I suggest the introduction of another sub- 
section in Section 3 of the Bill, which will make it compul- 
sory for a receipt to be forwarded to the sender of each 
remittance within two days of its arrival, so that the sender 
may know within a reasonable time whether the fee has 
reached its destination or not, and so that he may hold the 
evidence of its having been paid in case that his name might 
not appear in the Register when issued. The sub-section 
also to contain 8 proviso that the date of publication of the 
Register be published in the veterinary periodicals, so that 
all may know when they ought to have received their copy. 

I must now thank you for your great courtesy in allowing 
me to oocupy so much of your valuable space recently ; I 
was also going to apologise for having taken up so much of 
it, but it occurs to me that perhaps you do not grudge me 
having done so, seeing that it has been the means of en- 
lightening me with regard so many serious defects, and I 
can promise that, considering the time it will take for me to 
ruminate over, digest, and assimilate so much acquired 
knowledge, it will be a long time before I will trespass on 
your generosity or encumber the pages of your high-class 
periodical with illiterate, selfish, childish, parochial produc- 


tions again.—Yours truly, 
Perer Wiison, M.R.C.V.S. 
Lanark, Oct. 26. 


Sir, 

As a lay reader of The Record during sixteen years, may 
I place before your readers some views of a layman on the 
proposed Amendment Bill to the V.S. Act of 1881, publish- 
ed in your issue of the 19th instant ? 


The sentence “or who acts for fee or reward as a Veteri- 
nary Surgeon in any branch of the Science or Art of Veteri- 
nary Surgery or Medicine’’ etc., is far reaching in its scope, 
and goes far beyond any power possessed by the medical 
profession. It appears designed to sweep away at one blow 
the castrator, she unqualified assistant, and even the pupil 
or improver, since the latter usually assists his principal, 
and is rewarded by ‘living in.’’ 

In drawing this clause the Council seems to have adop- 
ted the view held by a few members of the profession 
(usually, I think, the young men who have just received 
their diplomas), that the community exists for the purpose 
of providing the M.R.C.V.S. with a living, and that the Act 
of 1881 was passed, not for the purpose of enabling the stock 
owner to discriminate between the scientific expert and the 
empiric or quack, but to make the stable and the stockyard 
a close preserve for the profession. 

If the Amendment Act be passed in its present form no 
pig may be cut or spayed, or lamb cut and ‘‘tailed,’’ save 
by a veterinary surgeon; neither may I call in my neigh- 
bour’s stockman to assist me when my cow calves, or re- 
quires to be drenched ; for all these things are of the nature 
of ‘‘acting for fee or reward in any branch of the Science 
and Art of Veterinary Surgery or Medicine.’’ No cottager 
may have his sow farrowed or his pigs ‘‘ cut’’ by any per- 
son other thana V.S. Here is no pretence of protecting the 
ignorant public, the only apparent object being to let the 
V.8. in by keeping all others out. 

It should be remembered that minor and simple opera- 
tions on the domestic animals were satisfactorily performed 
before the R.C.V.S, was founded, and that some of the 
most expert operators have not been members of the College 
—Farmer Miles, for example. 

It has been generally understood among farmers that pig 
and lamb cutting, and cow calving, are regarded by the 
profession as unremunerative, undignified, and undesirable. 
Apparently that is a delusion; and it appears that the 
M.R.C.V.58. covets the half-a-crown received by the castra- 
tor for cutting a litter of pigs, which fact, when you reflect 
on it, is surprising. 

If it be true, as ‘‘ M.R.C.V.S.”’ states in The Record for 
this week, that there are more castrators than veterinary 
surgeons, it may be doubted whether the present demo- 
cratic House of Commons will. by the passing of an Act, 
deprive these men, and also the entire body of unqualified 
assistants, of their means of obtaining a livelihood ; and 
a strenuous opposition may be anticipated from the farming 
interest.— Yours faithfully, 

Farmer GILes. 


TACTICS AND STATESMANSHIP. 
Sir, 

Mr. Kelly’s persiflage in your issue of October 26th is in 
one respect an excellent appeal for unity, or rather a con- 
ciliatory attempt to reconcile conflicting views. Irishmen 
are good fellows. They are excellent companions, and 
their brilliancy in many fields is indisputable. The quality, 
however, which enables men to become leaders and to 
influence and carry men with it is called statesmanship. 
It is a quality easily distinguished by intelligent men from 
eloquence, whether emotional or forensic. Given eloquence 
and statesmanshipa man may even, metaphorically, remove 
mountains. Taking the two things separately, statesman- 
ship is the quality most likely to carry the greater weight 
and be the more valuable in dealing with bodies of men. 

Ireland never produced a greater statesman than Parnell, 
but he did not lead and rule by reason of eloquence. Com- 
mand of detail is frequently a great factor in the quality 
called statesmanship, but I cannot see much evidence of 
this in Mr. Kelly’s letter. There is mention of the God of 
Love (although I never knew little Cupid was supposed 
to be an Aberdonian), and the pictvre of a fear of revolution, 
but what have these things got to do with ‘‘ the great re- 
vival’’ except in an artistic sense. 

Educated men do not need to be reminded of these 
things, especially in the present day, and they won’t have 
much weight with professional men. We are not all school 
boys, and it is well to give one’s opponents credit for intelli- 
gence. ‘ The strength of a chain is it’s weakest link,'’ and 
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it ought to be endeavoured, and seriously so, to get more 
assent to the guinea annual registration fee than the 1,234 
votes indicate. It is about the poll I expected, and it is 
very discreditable considering that there are over 3,000 men 
on the Register. Personally, I am inclined to agree with 
Prof. Dewar, that many men understood that they had to 
vote for a guinea or nothing. That is the conclusion from 
the circular that an intelligent man would come to. 

With all due respect to everybody concerned, I think 
there was a little bit of bad policy in the issuing of that 
circular in the form it took. It wasn’t broad enough. The 
new diplomacy is distingnished by frankness and candour, 
and good statesmanship should have never forgotten that 
“ the strength of a chain is its weakest link.”’ 

What is one of the chief aims of the proposed new Act? 
Why, to obtain disciplinary control over 400 registered prac- 
titioners. At the same time, uuless more than 1,234 
votes can be recorded in favour of the annual guinea 
fee, and this vote (which isn’t even a majority of the 
profession) is an indication of the necessity of a guinea fee, 
then I want to ask what is going to be done with the 1800 
(or more) practitioners that have not voted? Strike 'em 
off the Register if they don’t pay. Well! isn’t that going 
to make amore dangerous class of competitor to the law- 
abiding M.R.C.V.S. than the 400 aged gentlemen it is pro- 
posed to deal with by the projected Act. Is this States- 
manship ? 

Personally Ihave never been able to see the reason of 
the great importance attached to not serving on a jury. I 
hold that men ought not to shy at this. There are some 
veterinary surgeons who aspire to be J.P.’s and the experi- 
ence they gain in the jury box must be valuable to them. 

Finally, in considering posterity it is well to remember 
that ‘‘the youths ofa nation are the trustees of posterity ’’ 
and trustees do not generally obtain possession of the 
trust by upsetting the equilibrium of middle-aged and old 
men.—Yours truly, 

G. Mayan. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIAN VETERINARY FRAUDS. 


Sir, 

Iam sending you a sample of the evidence given in a 

court case here during last week. The man who gave this 
evidence is named William Hill, with the following letters 
after his name (M.R.C.V.S., London). He stated upon 
oath, when in the witness-box, that he qualified during the 
year 1863 at the Royal College, London. He also stated he 
passed (80) eighty exams. in anatomy. Can any of your 
readers picture a more dastardly veterinary fraud than the 
above-mentioned quack? He did not know the tempera- 
ture of a horse, neither the number of bones in the knee, 
nor in the neck, and yet this man is openly prostituting the 
letters of that highly honoured College, the Royal, in a most 
barefaced manner. But I am pleased to say I was instru- 
mental in getting the owner of the horse to decline to pay 
the account, so as to get this veterinary quack in the wit- 
ness-box upon his oath, and then get questions fixed so as to 
knock his reputation into smithereens. Another so called 
vet. mixed in the case did not know the functions of the 
kidneys; Mr. Hill, the M.R.C.V.S., London, did not know 
what ‘nephritis’? was. I might say now a very strong 
move is on board to induce the Government to bring in a 
Veterinary Bill so that it will be impossible for any but a 
fully qualified man to practise in this State. If we can get 
this Bill brought forward there is not the least doubt but 
what it will be a great benefit to all concerned, stockowners, 
qualified vets. etc., and it will also strengthen the strong- 
hold there is in this State for a few qualified men. There 
1s no place in the world offers a better opening than this 
State does to a good, sober, pushing man or two, and it does 
not require too much capital for a good man to get a start 
as I have said before let a good man with his diploma come 
here and I will undertake to get him a fair start if he lands 
here without a penny, or if any respectable steady vet. cares 
to allow me I will nominate him and get him out upon the 
assisted passage.— Yours respectfully, 


Tirvs Lan 
Perth, August 30th. LanDER. 


Hit on Horses—An ANATOMICAL TREAT. 


Vets. differ, like doctors, with this distinction: that 
whereas in the case of the former the difference can be 
squared with a fair degree of mathematical certainty, in the 
latter the diversities of dogma are as irreconcileable as the 
polemics of ecclesiastical schismatics. A case heard at the 
Local Court last Monday (W. Hill, v. H. F. Millard) illus- 
trates our contention, and emphasises the necessity of steps 
being taken by the Government to ensure that horsey blokes 
claiming to be qualified veterinary surgeons shall be com- 
pelled to submit to an official exam. before being permitted 
to hang out their shingles. 

In the case cited above, Mr. William Hill, practising as a 
vet., claimed £6 3s. 4d. for services rendered to Millard’s 
sick horse. Hill diagnosed the nag’s ailment as inflamma- 
tion of the bowels, complicated by jaundice and inflamed 
propsand hoofs. He placed the horse in a slingand drained 
six quarts of blood from its veins. The suffering animal 
was eventually examined by Angus McIntosh, another vet., 
who diagnosed inflammation of the kidneys. The equine 
sufferer at length gave up the ghost—died, doubtless, as the 
result of too much blamed diagnosis. 

Under cross-examination, Mr. Hill made several admis- 
sions uf a damaging nature to his professional reputation. 
He obtained his degree of M.R.C.V.S. from an English 
College in 1857, since when he had doctored equine ailments 
for varying terms in Sydney, the U.S.A., the Cold Country, 
and for ten years in this State. He did not know how 
many bones there were in a horse’s neck. He knew there 
were two in the knees. He would be most agreeably sur- 
prised to learn that there were seven. He believed the 
ordinary prad held its digestive apparatus together by the 
aid of nine ribs slung from the backbone and hanging down 
on either side of its frame. There might be 18 pairs of ribs. 
He wouldn’tdenyit. ‘‘Nephritis? I haven’t the remotest 
idea what it is!’’ continued this eminent vet. ‘‘I have 
examined various diseased kidneys, all of which had several 
holes in them, and resembled a piece of burnt cork, ulcera- 
ted.’’. There was very much more to the same effect, de- 
monstrating Mr. Hill’s ignorance of the simplest elementary 
facts relating to the anatomy of the animals which he claims 
to have been treating, with varying success, for the last 50 
years. 

Mr. Angus M‘Intosh, the holder of a diploma issued in 
1901 by the Vet. College of Ottawa, Canada, punctured Bill 
Hill’s tyre in the first bout, and caused the half-century 
expert—who didn’t know whether nephritis was whooping 
cough or a fit of jim-jams—to go off like a packet of 
crackers. ‘ Millard’s horse,’’ dogmatised Mr. M‘Intosh, 
“had a rotten abscess in an elbow. It was also suffering 
from inflammation of the kidneys, caused by a chill. The 
horse should not have been slung, nor should it have been 
bled.’’ Hill had stated that the normal temperature of & 
gee-gee was 68 degrees, and that the temperature of 
Millard’s nag was 90 degrees. Indeed, according to Mr. 
Hill, when a prad got excited and started its bellows and got 
up steam, he could easily generate 120 degrees of caloric. 
Angus Mac. snorted at the absurdity of Billy Hill’s clinical 
deductions. ‘‘A nag’s normal temperature,’ continu 
Angus, “is 100 degrees. Millard’s horse’s heat registered 
104 degrees. A temperature of 120 degrees, even In 4 
horse, is an utter impossibility.”’ 

Titus Lander, S.P.C.A., complicated the dispute by '!* 
ing new issues, and eventually, after adjourning to the 
nearest pubbery for a gargle, the Bench gave up the jobm 
sheer disgust, and non-suited the plaintiff; a judgment 
which Mr. Hill may cavil against, but which we think was 
the only logical conclusion of the suit.— The Sunday Times. 
Sept. lst, 1907." —— 


The Supervision of our Milk Supplies, by A. M. Trower, 
M.R.C.V.S. Regulations Governing the Inspection. 
Meats (Canada), 1907. An Act Respecting the Insperr 
of Meats and Canned Foods (Canada), 1907. 6-7 Edw. VU: 
ch. 27. 

CoMMUNICATIONS AND Papers 
Jowett, G. Thatcher, G. Mayall, 
F. Simpson, Joseph Collinson, 


Walter 
Fred Bullock, Jame? 
Peter Wilson, Sidne! 


Mager, J. A. Todd. The Daily Mail, The Aldershot News 
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